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This Wednesday (October 14), an undergraduate 
history class from the University of Illinois will visit 
FMC to learn more about the Anabaptists.  Several 
weeks ago, a student came to worship, visited the 
Biblical Pacifism Sunday School class, and returned to 
use our library for a research paper on Mennonites. 
On October 25, a confirmation class and some other 
youth from Wesley United Methodist Church will join 
us for worship as part of their learning about different 
strands of the Christian tradition. 

A young couple was attracted by our strong sense of 
community and worshipped with us regularly for 
some months. They concluded that they did not want 
to leave behind many of their Catholic teachings, 
practices or convictions, but they recently sent a letter 
thanking us for our warmth and hospitality. Brett and 
Kim Leskovisek wrote in part:  

òThank you for the opportunity to grow with 
you and discover who the Mennonites are. We 
look forward to continuing our friendships with 
the people who are First Mennonite Church. 
FMC is in our prayers and will always be in our 
hearts. Love always in the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.ó 

As these and many other examples show, with some 
regularity, persons with sincere curiosity approach us 
to garner a sense of the òthird way,ó as the Anabaptist 
branch of the Reformation is sometimes called.  

Inevitably, they express appreciation for what they 
see. Some choose to walk with us for a while.  Some 
choose to define themselves as Anabaptist Christians 
and become part of our church family.  

Because we both share things in common with the 
broader body of Christ and have some distinctive 
emphases, it behooves us to be familiar with the 
distinctions around which we Mennonites center our 
practice of the Christian faith. I use the verb òcenteró 
very deliberately. The point is not boundary lines but 
rather points of attraction and common identity. 

What do you say when others ask you about our 
church?  

The Palmer Becker booklet òWhat is an Anabaptist 
Christian?ó should have reached every household in 
our congregation by now. If you have read the book-
let, if you were in worship on October 4 for the 
special service Spiritual Leadership Team planned 
around the three core values, or if you have noted the 
references in some of my recent sermons, you may be 
feeling more confident about articulating these center-
ing core values:  
 

¶Jesus Christ is the center of our faith. 

¶Community is the center of our lives. 

¶Reconciliation is the center of our work. 
 

While I am not crazy about the way Becker talks 
about the need for core values, I am absolutely  
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committed to these three values, which align beauti-
fully with our healing and hope vision statement. 

Mennonite Mission Network has done us a real 
service in publishing this booklet (also available in 
Spanish).  Please take time to read it (if you have not 
already) and share your responses. The perspectives 
and questions for discussion on pp. 21-23 would be 
great fodder for small groups this fall and winter. 

Remember, too, that there are some wonderful 
resources online at Third Way Café, including daily 
Sip of Scripture, Peace Blend, Who are the Mennon-
ites? and Another Way stories.  
Check it out: www.thirdway.com. 

Your servant in Christ,  
Janet  

Womenõs Retreat at  
Camp Friedenswald  

Rebecca Bare 

Once again, Womenõs Retreat at Camp Friedenswald 
was refreshing, inspiring, and relaxing. Unlike last 
year, when it rained at least ten inches in 36 hours, we 
had perfect weather. 

The theme of the weekend was about women stand-
ing for change. On Saturday morning, we heard 
stories about women standing in solidarity for peace, 
justice, dignity, and human rights. Among the stories: 
marching in a Chilean plaza every Thursday for 26 
years and planting trees in Africa. We also listened to 
òThe Great Silent Grandmother Gatheringó by 
Sharon Mehdi. 

In the evening, we saw a performance called òWomen 
of Lockerbieó. This powerful play is a fictionalized 
account of how the women of Lockerbie, Scotland 
came to wash over 11,000 items of clothing for the 
families of Pam Am Flight 103 victims. 

The speaker on Sunday was Holly Zehr, from Bloom-
ington, IL. Although she was speaking to women, her 
message applies to everyone. These are her words as I 
heard them. 

What can we do that is big for Jesus? As North 
American Christians, we have a longing to do some-
thing big, but we get bogged down in the tiny details 
of life. When we do think about big problems, it is 

also easy for us to become numb to the horrors 
around the world. This can be called òspiritual lep-
rosyó. How can we change the world? 

An important way to change the world and shed our 
òspiritual leprosyó is to see the sacredness in small 
things. As Holly said òGod wastes nothing offered to 
God in loveó. Even the littlest things can become big 
things for God. For example, Esther gave a dinner for 
the king and Haman, and that dinner ended up saving 
the entire Jewish population. Ruth, by obeying her 
mother-in-law, became the ancestor of kings and our 
Saviour.  

God likes ordinary things and uses them. God 
chooses to meet us with bread (communion), water 
(baptism), and wood (the Cross). If we donõt see God 
in the small, ordinary things, we wonõt see God. When 
we practice seeing the sacredness of the ordinary, 
such as doing laundry or washing dishes, we may 
begin to see eternity in our everyday lives. 

A contemporary example that was given was about a 
friend of Holly, named Joy. Joy started out after the 
2003 World Conference by praying for the people of 
Zimbabwe and she sent one email to a friend about it. 
She now gets donations from thousands of people to 
help the Zimbabweans. 

Mission Fund Budget Report  

Randy Nelson  

The annual budget of First Mennonite Church has 
over $34,000 in our Mission Fund. About two-thirds 
of the budget goes to programs of the larger Church. 
In 2009, we sent $11,793 to the Mennonite Church 
USA, $5306 each to the Central District Conference 
and Illinois Mennonite Conference, and $500 each to 
Camp Menno Haven and Camp Friedenswald. The 
remaining budget is distributed to mostly local pro-
jects. In 2009, we gave $1000 each to Empty Tomb, 
TIMES Center, Center for Women in Transition, 
Christian Peacemakersõ Team, Catholic Worker 
House, and the Martin Luther King Scholarship Fund. 
We provided $500 each to Habitat for Humanity and 
Mennonite World Conference. We sent $3780 to El 
Divino Redentor to feed the children in Girón.  

The Service and Outreach Committee has the respon-
sibility for preparing the initial mission budget that 
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 Wheels of Faith 
Brent Racobs 

I think my spokes came loose. 
Not sure if it is in the Bible but I am sure we could reference it. 
aƻǊŜ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǿƘŜŜƭΣ ƛǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ƳŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǎǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜŜƭ 
holding the rudder steady, while setting a course across God's water. 
Today I would think the wheel is the life and center of my soul. 

Most often today I spend many hours building wheels, truing rims, 
tightening spokes. I built this one wheel last month for a rather tall man 
The spokes came loose. He would ride it about 10 miles and  
It happened again.  

I almost most gave up. I built the wheel it must be my fault. So I 
rebuilt the wheel again. Again they came loose. 

What was I doing wrong? Then it dawned on me there is no such thing as a  
perfect wheel. As a matter of fact I do not think anything Man makes is 
made perfect, but we try so hard . 

To think Jesus and his 12 disciples holding on to the one true passion.  
I could imagine Jesus as the Hub, his disciples as the spokes holding on to the faith. 

I am sure there were times when the spokes loosened up. So I told this 
tall man you just need to keep maintenance on the wheel and I will teach you. 
Well they came loose again and even faster. What was I doing wrong.  
I prepped my spokes then pulled them up tight then trued them. Oh my  
I was proud of that wheel after 4 times of building it. Next day he was back 
loose spokes. I offered the man his money back told him I was sorry.  

This Tall man said do not worry you will figure it out, I have faith in you. 
As I was rebuilding these wheels for the fifth time I thought about the  
young church thousands of years ago how did they hold their hub and keep 
their faith from coming loose. 

A spoke wheel feels so stiff and strong when it is trued up. But that is far  
from the truth. Spokes are made from wire, the rim is able to flex. 
So I am sure it takes some maintenance. It's OK if they loosen up a little 
sometimes. But not this fast. 

How fast should they loosen up?  
I am worried what people may think of my work.  
The tall man called me with so much excitement explaining at his advance age 
he took 14 overall at the triathlon. The old light weight steel bike and those 
wheels had rolled him safely down road. 

Sometimes faith takes drastic action it can be a struggle. 
If you keep the faith, God's love will prevail.  
And the left over bottle of extra strong formula "Lock-Tite"  
is waiting in the drawer for the next time. 
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will be presented for congregational approval at our 
annual meeting in January. We place a high priority on 
supporting programs with which people in our con-
gregation are actively involved. If you work with any 
local programs, whether or not we are currently 
providing them support, please let us know. If you are 
aware of any special needs of these programs or 
particularly effective projects, that information would 
be very helpful. Please send this information to Randy 
Nelson (rlnelson@illinois.edu) by November 9. 

Update on the Associate Pastor 
Search Committee  

Bob King on behalf of the committee  

We ask the congregation to keep our church, our 
leaders and the committee in your prayers during this 
year of transition. Pray also on a regular basis for 
candidates, that God's leading will be evident. 

The committee is meeting on a regular basis and 
proceeding in a planned, deliberate manner. Our next 
meeting will be October 22. We have completed our 
processing of the Associate Pastor job description, 
and posted a link to that description on the church 
web site. Additional postings will be sent to the 
church seminaries. We remain in contact with our 
conference minister, Lois Kaufmann, and will soon 
begin to review candidatesõ informational forms. 
Confidentiality is a prime concern during this part of 
the process, so please be patient with us! 

This is also a time when word of mouth or network-
ing could be of benefit to the search. Please contact a 
committee member if you would like to nominate a 
name for consideration. Committee members are 
Laurel Matthews, chair, Sheryl Dyck, Thom Moore, 
Bob King, Sarah Lubienski and Janet Rasmussen, ex 
officio. 

Interested candidates will be encouraged to apply 
through appropriate church channels and may begin 
the process by contacting Lois Kaufmann,  
1015 Division Street, Goshen, IN 46528 
574-534-1485 
800-662-2264. 

Thank you for your support and prayers. 

Council Notes  

From Deb Sutter  

1. The treasurerõs report noted that while giving by 
the congregation typically is less than budgeted 
giving until December, this deficit has been larger 
than normal in 2009. We have averaged 8.6% 
below budgeted giving through September (the 
first three quarters) over recent years. This year, 
cumulative giving was 9.6% ($21,474) below 
budget for the period. 
 
The treasurerõs report noted that, while giving by 
the congregation typically lags budgeted giving 
until December, there is a larger than normal 
deficit this year. Through July, we have averaged 
6.4% below budget in recent years, but are 8.7% 
(more than $19,000) below budget this year.  

2. We discussed the timing and the process for 
planning next yearõs budget. Committees should 
be receiving their information about this yearõs 
expenditures in the near future. Please review your 
committee budgets and submit your requests for 
next yearõs budget to treasurers Cynthia and 
Emerson Nafziger ASAP. 

3. We are also beginning the process of leadership 
selection for next year; work of the church forms 
and small group leadership discussion will have 
taken place before you receive the Vine. A com-
mittee is being formed to process the information. 
Please talk to Deb Sutter, Dan Schreiber, Mary 
Biddle, or if you have additional input or sugges-
tions. 

4. The process of discernment about our welcome, 
especially to persons who identify themselves as 
LGBT is underway. Please continue to hold the 
process in prayer. 

5. There is ongoing work with the Safe Haven 
Community; Pastor Janet has extended an invita-
tion for more churches to be involved in this 
process of finding alternatives for those needing 
shelter. 

6. Council discussed a request from Central District 
Conference to add to our commitment of money 
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for CDC because of their need. We have commit-
ted an extra $500. to CDC, with more discussion 
of their need projected for the discussion of next 
yearõs budget.  

7. Guidelines have been updated in small ways to 
better reflect our current structure; these will be 
reviewed at the January Congregational meeting. 

8. Job descriptions for the Associate Pastor and for 
the interim Associate Pastor have been approved 
and are being circulated. 

Library Committee ñ New Titles  
September 2009  

From Marcia Nelson  

Changing Lenses: New Focus for Crime and Justice, 
by Howard Zehr. (Herald Press, 2005) Adult collection 
SI Zeh 

This third edition of a classic in its field contains an 
Afterward that outlines recent developments and a 
revised bibliography. òHoward Zehr demonstrates 
convincingly that biblical mercy is not an absurd idea 
but can be practically applied in our criminal-justice 
system.ó  

Childõs View. (MCC, 2007) Childrenõs collection DVD Chi 

Meet children from around the world and experience 
the sights and sounds of a typical day in their lives.  

The Cost of Truth: Faith Stories of Mennonite and 
Brethren Leaders and Those Who Might Have Been, 
edited by Roberta Showalter Kreider. (Strategic Press, 
2004) Adult collection MHI Kre 

The author has collected stories of those who felt 
called to leadership in the church, but were denied that 
privilege due to sexual orientation. 

A First Bible Story Book, by Mary Hoffman (Dorling 
Kindersley, 1997) Childrenõs collection E Hof and Ca Hof 

Well-illustrated text retells 13 familiar stories of Old 
and New Testament Accompanying cassette tape.  

Homosexuality and Christian Faith, edited by Walter 
Wink. (Fortress Press, 1999) Adult collection SI Win 

òShort pieces from some of the nationõs preeminent 
church leaders - women and men, Protestant and 
Catholic, mainline and evangelical - who address 
fundamental moral imperatives about homosexuality.ó 

Reasoning Together: a Conversation on Homosexual-
ity, by Ted Grimsrude and Mark Thiessen Nation. 
(Herald Press, 2008) Adult collection SI Gri 

Two teachers present biblical and theological positions 
with a firm belief in the Anabaptist model of dialogue 
in the Spirit of Christ, presenting òan honest and 
vulnerable example of how to discern and align with 
the will of God and follow Jesus in our conflicted 
world.ó    

What We Believe Together: Exploring the òShared 
Convictions of Anabaptist-Related Churches, by 
Alfred Neufeld. (Good Books, 2007) Adult collection T 
Neu 

Today more than 1.5 million Christians are member of 
Mennonite-related churches. They are scattered in 67 
countries. Asked by Mennonite World Conference to 
write this commentary, Neufeld articulates òwhat 
beliefs ... heirs of the free-church movement, only 
loosely connected to each other, hold in common 
today.ó   

 With Your Own Eyes, by Don Mosley. (Herald Press, 
1996) Adult collection M Mos 

This book tells the story of Jubilee Partners, a  
community in rural Georgia founded as òa Christian 
response to the wounds of war, racism, and oppres-
sion.ó  This community has for 30 years served refu-
gees, resisted war and weapons, and lived faithfully 
with neighbors.  

Budget Report  

Emerson Nafziger  

While giving by the congregation typically is less than 
budgeted giving until December, this deficit has been 
larger than normal in 2009. We have averaged 8.6% 
below budgeted giving through September (the first 
three quarters) over recent years. This year, cumulative 
giving was 9.6% ($21,474) below budget for the 
period. 
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A Perfect Day 

To sit near the quiet fen and 
Feel the warm sun and cool breeze, 

Smell the fresh wood of the new pier, 
Hear the duck family as it argues,  

See the stately egret wade in the shallow water. 

While I sit, a bee wonders if I offer pollen; 
The yellow, purple, and red flowers of autumn turn 

their heads to the sun; 
Last summer³s lily pads curl up brown on the still water; 

Birds sing happily 

                         Ŗebecca Bare 

FMC Retreat  


