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Samuel Flannigan: Are there any famous people
that you have a great deal of respect for, if so who
are they and why?

Janet Elaine Rasmussen: 1 have a lot of respect for
the black leaders in South Africa who helped bring
apartheid to an end. Nelson Mandela, who could have
emerged from prison a bitter man, and instead led a
peaceful transition of the government. And Bishop
Desmond Tutu, who chaired the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission, which brought forward the truth of
the horrible torture and violence and racial hatred in

such a way that people would not be stuck in a cycle of

revenge. I have enormous respect for their kind of
public leadership and personal example.

SF: If you could go back to college and get a de-
gree in something that you’ve never studied before
whatsoever, what would it be and why?

JER: In one sense, I did that when I went to seminary
and earned my M.Div. in theological studies with a
peace and justice focus. Another way to answer your
question is that a subject I didn’t take in college, be-
cause I was rushing along in my studies, was art, in-
cluding art history. Not that I have the talent to be an
artist, but the visual arts so enhance our lives. I always
regretted I didn’t take art history.

SF: Nowadays, what is your favorite hobby or
pastime and what do you enjoy about it?

JER: Walking, because I like to feel my body move,
and it’s a restorative thing to do. It helps me think of
sermons and can be a time of prayer. So I like the
rhythm of walking. Ilove to hike and be in nature,
too.

SF: If you could have any 3 material objects for
Christmas, no matter what the price, nobody
would have to pay for them, they would just poof
out of the air, what would they be and why?

JER: (Big laugh) Are these things that I can share
with other people or things that are just for me?

SF: Just for you.

JER: Well, one thing that’s on my list is to get tickets to
Paraguay, for the ’09 Mennonite World Conference*. 1
really can’t think of a lot. I feel so blessed. Well, I am
currently not in possession of a TV at my house. So
maybe a nice Plasma Screen HD TV would be good be-
cause of the whole digital transition in February. So I
have to have one more?

SF: Yep, just one more.

JER: Well, I have been thinking I would probably
enjoy taking up the flute again. So my last one is a
flute.

*Pastor Janet’s wish for tickets to Paraguay has been granted
thanks to a mileage award ticket to Brazil and support from the
church for the remaining leg to Paraguay.
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SF: What do you enjoy about your career?

JER: ltis a great privilege to preach the Word of
God. It’s awesome. While it can be intimidating, it’s
also wonderful and amazing. Also, helping people
engage together so that we will learn what God is call-
ing us to do in our lives. And to hear from people,
when they have joys and when they have concerns, to
help people get over hurts and conflicts, to help us join
together and build a better world.

So, I don’t think there’s a better role for me. I truly
don’t. It’s an incredible opportunity to help someone like
yourself who goes to church camp and starts thinking
more deeply about what it means to follow Jesus and
what that really means in your life Also to talk with you
when you get older and see what difference your faith
makes in what you choose to study and what you choose
to do with your life. That’s really cool.

SF: Twenty years after your death, what do you
want people to remember you for?

JER: That I was faithful to God’s call on my life.
That I worked to bring peace. That I was a peace-
maker.

SF: Could you think of your ideal vacation spot
and describe a morning there for me? You might
have never been there before, so just imagine a
morning.

JER: There’s something about Hawaii. I've been there
three times on vacation: to Oahu, Kauai, and the big
island of Hawaii, but I’ve never been to Maui. So 1
would like to go there sometime, not that I expect it’s
much different, What I would imagine would be get-
ting up and walking on the beach and just feeling the
tropical air and smelling the flowers. There is such a
wonderful fragrance of flowers. That is why when I
think about Hawaii I think about leis, those beautiful
flower chains they wear.

Maybe having some tropical fruit, eating outside, look-
ing out on the ocean, and enjoying the multisensory
experience of it all. That would be a wonderful morn-
ing. I like the fact that when you fly to Hawaii, you fly
over this vast ocean. It’s like you’re in the middle of
nowhere, until all of a sudden you see these little pieces
of land and that’s Hawaii!

SF: Personality-wise, how would you describe
yourself?

JER: 1 have taken several diagnostic tests or tools,
and on one of them called the Myers-Briggs, I am an
ENT]J. That means that I am more extroverted than
introverted, that’s the E. I am also very intuitive, that’s
N. I am very close between T and F -- T meaning 1
rely more on my thought processes and FF more on my
feelings; but on the diagnostic, I ended up being T.
And J means I like to have things planned and
organized. I can be spontaneous, but I am generally a
planner and it works well for me. I am something of a
perfectionist.

SF: Alright it’s the second to last question. Grow-
ing up as an elementary student, what were some
things you did for fun?

JER: Well, early on, I was in Brownie Scouts and we
had all sorts of crafts and projects. I remember things
like Vacation Bible School, doing things in groups, go-
ing to birthday parties. In 6t grade we did sports like
archery and field hockey, and I would go bowling. 1
was never that good, but it was fun. I helped my
brothers with a newspaper route; we delivered papers
on our bicycles.

SF: Beside the essential food, water, shelter, and
transportation, what is one thing you own that you
could absolutely not live without (metaphorically
speaking) and why it means so much to you?

JER: 1 would say the Bible. It’s the book that I can’t
give up and mustn’t give up. It is the pathway to
knowing God’s Word. Not unfiltered, it’s been filtered
through human hands and voices so we have to treat it
carefully; but it’s our way to learn more about God.

SF: Well, thank you very much.

JER: Samuel, thank you so much for asking such
good questions and making this such a good expeti-
ence. You’ve made me think about some things that
were good to think about. And you were well pre-
pared and very respectful .I liked the way you just did-
n’t start at the beginning of my life; we walked back a
little through my school years so that was fun. Bless-
ings on your project!

NOTE: This interview was a school project for Samuel.
He was asked to compose 20 questions for the interview.

Part 1 of this interview appeared in the February 2009 issue
of “The Vine.”
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Celebrating Cindy'’s
Final Year of Ministry
By Mary Davis Biddle

It didn’t come as a shock to me to learn of Pastor
Cindy’s retirement plans. Still, Cindy’s thoughtful
letter and announcement, shared at our recent con-
gregational meeting, did certainly give me pause.
The situation presented itself to me not so much in
terms of “How will we ever get along without
Cindy?” as “How can we ever show Cindy how
much we appreciate what she has given us all these
years?”

There surely is not a single child, youth, or adult at
FMC who has not been inspired, uplifted, chal-
lenged, comforted, or educated through Cindy’s
ministry — many times over. As we travel through
this year with Cindy and Pastor Janet and each other,
in the midst of the important work of discerning our
future pastoral needs and finding a new associate
pastor, I sense that we will enjoy a heightened aware-
ness of Cindy’s gifts, and I trust that we’ll find ap-
propriate ways to express our appreciation to her.

One important way to support Cindy at this time is
to respect her intention to separate herself from the
congregation for a period of time after her retire-
ment. This decision understandably brings our emo-
tions to the forefront, but I think it is a choice that
gives us yet more evidence of Cindy’s wisdom and
discernment. I believe her temporary separation
from FMC after retirement will help us adjust to the
new parameters of our continuing friendship with
Cindy while allowing her successor to establish a
pastoral presence.

I pray for God’s blessing on us all, and especially on
Pastor Cindy, as we celebrate the final year of a
beautiful ministry and look forward to continuing
our walk with God.

Mennonite Mutual Aid
Sharing Fund Grants
By Trish Combs

As your Mennonite Mutual Aid (MMA) advocate,
there is a big change in the sharing fund grants that I
want to make everyone aware of. Sharing grant
funds are the grants that MMA makes available for
churches to help meet the needs in congregations
and communities. MMA will match the funds raised
by a committee or group in our church. In the past,
the MYF has raised monies by doing service projects
and MMA has matched the funds. The MYF then
used the joint funds for their service trip to Indiana
last year.

The new way MMA will be distributing these funds
is that they will no longer have different categories
to take monies from. There will also be no specific
limit on grant amounts. Therefore, they expect that
the available monies will go quicker this year. So, if
your committee or group is looking for matching
grants this year, please let me know as soon as you
can.

In this time of economic uncertainty, I wanted to
remind you that MMA has a wonderful free budget
and debt counseling program. It is in partnership
with LSS Financial Counseling. The services you
could benefit from are budget counseling, under-
standing and improving credit scores, debt consoli-
dation and repayment plans, identify theft protec-
tion, mortgage options and housing assistance, edu-
cation and auto loan options, and bankruptcy. All
calls to LSS are confidential. Call (877) 809-0039
(toll free). I will put some green and white MMA
business cards with their information on it in our
pamphlet area outside the office door.

If you need more information about either of these
items or any other MMA need, please see me.

WANTED TO BUY

Thanks. Rebecca Bare

| am looking for a tread mill (preferably one that is newer than 10 years old). If anyone has (or knows
someone who has) a tread mill that they are not using, | would be willing to negotiate a price for it.
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RT. 66
By Mel Fros

Rt.66 and the 1960 Buick station wagon: icons of a
gentler, kinder America! “66” was the main road
going through small towns and villages of the heart-
land. Along the way tiny, shiny caravan-like restaurants
offered the sweaty traveler fat-saturated but delicious
meals. They were most often served by a waitress in a
midi skirt and white apron on. The short-order cook
worked at a maddening pace in front of a large hot
plate; cigarette dangling from his mouth, and a towel
from his pant pocket. Back then you could order a
decent meal -burger, fries and a Pepsi- for $1.50. The
waitress made sure your cup of hours-old coffee never
went empty. Napkins were tightly packed into a shiny
chrome napkin holder, and you had to work hard to
pull out one thin napkin at a time! For twenty five
cents you could listen to Elvis!

Back then a trip South and West took longer; vehicles
drove slower and broke down more frequently. One
remained intimately connected with Small Town, USA.
One stopped for gas, food, lodging, repairs and, most
importantly, for directions. Interaction with locals pro-
vided a sense of connection. America was beautiful!

Today we spurn the smaller roads, and drive on Super
Highways. The sense of connection is almost lost.
The main concern is to get from one place to the next
with minimal inconvenience. A hasty "pit stop" fills
one tank and empties the other. And off one drives
again, at breakneck speed. Thanks to GPS technology
one no longer needs to ask for travel directions from
the "locals".

Some folks say this state of affairs mirrors our moral-
spiritual compasses. And a crushing national debt
weighs us down. But spring is in the air; and with it the
promise of Second Chances and New Beginnings.

Next time you see her, serenade Mother robin!

Voices Found

Women gather strength into wicker baskets
Heaving to a free hip
A basket filled with

Voices

Telling stories

Of climbing crabapple trees

Pulling knees toward searching hands
Boosting core weight freely over
Freckled taupe bark

Voices

Woven from a brown-eyed gaze
Swinging skyward to

Dutch elms

Escorting pockets of light
Through pendulum leaf mazes

Voices

Whispered among spider webs in windows
Speaking private names that

Bridge two beings

Unconsciously and completely

Voices

Remembered though

Long hidden under layers of
Doubt and fear

Voices
Heard in a chorus of sisters
Singing, Listening, Singing

Voices found
Women gather strength

—Mary Davis Biddle

Your suggestions and comments
regarding “The Vi
welcome. This newsletter will be
available every 2nd Sunday of the
month. To submit an article, book
review, poem, informational item,
or anything else you wish to share,
please send it to me by the 1st of
the month via email to
kmassanari@yahoo.com.

Thanks for your contributions and
ideas. —Kaye




