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Columbus 2009:  
A Report to the Congregation of  
First Mennonite Church  

by Pastors Cindy and Janet 

Your two pastors served as official delegates to the 
MC USA Assembly in Columbus, Ohio. A congrega-
tion is granted one delegate for each 100 members or 
fraction thereof, hence our eligibility to send two 
delegates. The 850 registered delegates met twice daily 
for the four days of convention business (Tuesday 
through Saturday). Assigned table groups offered a 
venue for group discussion of reports from the 
denomination and proposed action items. Both of us 
were asked by denominational leaders to serve as 
hosts for our respective table groups. 

Some 8,000 persons registered for the convention in 
Columbus: approximately 3,000 adults, 4,300 youth 
and sponsors, 600 children and junior high youth, and 
250 volunteers. This compared well with previous 
conventions. This year‘s convention theme was 
―Breathe and be filled‖ (John 20:21-22). Among 
special guests were representatives of other church 
bodies, including Dr. Michael Trice of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, who presented a mov-
ing statement of apology for hateful statements and 
behaviors perpetrated against the early Anabaptists by 
Lutheran forebears. 

The delegates received program and financial updates 
about the church and its agencies. At present, MC 
USA has 106,028 baptized members, affiliated with 
926 congregations. Reports of note included: 

 The Joining Together, Investing in Hope Cam-
paign, which thus far has raised $8.4 million 
toward the goal of $11.6 million. The campaign 
encompasses annual fund contributions and a 
fund drive for the new church offices in Elkhart, 
Indiana, with construction slated to get underway 
in 2010. 

 The Anti-racism initiative, being carried forward 
with the use of restorative justice principles to 
engage in racial healing and a concerted effort to 
increase the number of racial/ethnic members in 
all deliberative church bodies. 

 Focused intentionality to foster collaboration 
among, and align the priorities and practices of, 
the four church-wide agencies: Mennonite Educa-
tion Agency, Mennonite Mission Network, Men-
nonite Mutual Aid, and Mennonite Publishing 
Network.  

Denominational leadership updated the assembly 
concerning the resolutions passed by the delegates at 
San Jose, California, in 2007 and encouraged congre-
gational engagement with the initiatives arising from: 

 Heath care coverage for pastors and other 
church workers. The Corinthian Plan, designed 
according to our Mennonite tradition of mutual 
aid, is before congregations now. The window for 
enrollment closes October 1 and participation by 
80% of congregations is needed for the plan to be 
viable. FMC has already committed to participate. 
Information is available at: 
www.MennoniteUSA.org/TheCorinthianPlan. 

http://www.MennoniteUSA.org/TheCorinthianPlan
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 National identity resolution, calling for focused 
attention on resources and study concerning the 
promise and peril of living as faithful Christians in 
America. Worship and study materials have been 
prepared and compiled. Central District Confer-
ence (CDC) built its 2008 and 2009 annual confer-
ences around this theme. FMC held a February 
15, 2009 worship service that specifically lifted up 
this topic (see Pastor Janet‘s sermon ―Mennonite 
Christians: Come and Resist Empire‖), but much 
more can be done. We have purchased a collec-
tion of readers‘ theatre dramas for use in future 
FMC worship services and gatherings. See: 
www.MennoniteUSA.org/identity. 

 Native American apology, rendered by MC 
USA in 2007 and followed by advocacy to the 
U.S. government. Activities such as the Return to 
the Earth study and actions are linked to this 
apology. Information can be found at: http://
peace.mennonlink.org/nativeamerican.html. 

 Joining Christian Churches Together in the 
USA (CCT), with full participation in 2008 and 
2009. This interchurch body includes 36 denomi-
nations or communions. 

At this convention, the delegates took action on three 
resolutions brought to the assembly by the Resolu-
tions Committee. The full text of these resolutions, as 
amended and adopted, we trust will soon be available 
on the MC USA website: 

 Statement against Human Trafficking, mod-
ern day slavery. The statement calls us to  
1) become educated and repent of all activities 
connected with the evil of trafficking; 2) consult 
with others and adopt safe procedures when 
seeking help for victims/survivors; and 3) speak 
out by advocating for laws that protect victims/
survivors and hold offenders accountable and  
take personal responsibility as consumers and 
caregivers. 

 Healthcare Access: Next step. In addition to 
affirming the access statement and healthcare 
policy principles adopted by the church in 2005 
and 2007 respectively, the 2009 resolution calls on 
members and congregations to urge their congres-
sional representatives to support legislation that 

would extend access to healthcare to all Ameri-
cans, particularly the poor and disadvantaged, 
while we engage local healthcare needs through 
our professions and in other ways. We commit to 
work with others and to pray for healthcare access 
for Americans across our land, as well as those 
working on behalf of the issue. 

 Following Christ and growing together as 
communities even in conflict. This resolution 
acknowledges current and ongoing debate over 
the issue of human sexuality and conference 
response to congregations in variance. The ap-
proved resolution reads in part: ―We [delegates] 
acknowledge the pain and frustration of this issue 
for a number of conferences, congregations, 
families and individuals. We acknowledge the 
statements by Mennonite Church USA on Human 
Sexuality which have been previously passed and 
are currently in place, while we also acknowledge 
the presence of dissenting voices in our church. 
We affirm the church‘s commitment to ongoing 
dialogue and discernment and ‗agreeing and 
disagreeing in love.‘ We confess that we as a 
church (congregations, conferences, denomina-
tion) have rarely found a way to create a healthy, 
safe environment in which to have this dialogue, 
one that builds up the Body of Christ, and is 
respectful and honest about our differences.  

Action: And so we call upon the Executive Board of 
Mennonite Church USA to work with conferences to 
provide and encourage the use of resources which assist 
conferences and congregations to engage in this discernment. 
Our hope is for a broad range of resources that help us live 
faithfully, extending hospitality to all of God’s people. May 
the Holy Spirit guide and direct us through this time.” 

The final resolution reflected the heightened attention 
to questions of inclusion for LGBT sisters and broth-
ers that permeated the convention environment in 
Columbus. The advocacy group Pink Menno (http://
pinkmennocapmpaign.ning.com/) presented a visible 
witness and hosted seminars. Others in attendance 
made known their opposing views. The Resolutions 
Committee worked diligently to craft a resolution that 
would move dialogue forward. As amended from the 
floor, the resolution does, in the opinion of your 
pastors, serve that purpose well. 

http://www.MennoniteUSA.org/identity
http://peace.mennonlink.org/nativeamerican.html
http://peace.mennonlink.org/nativeamerican.html
http://pinkmennocapmpaign.ning.com/
http://pinkmennocapmpaign.ning.com/


 Do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your God 3  

 

The 2011 convention will be held in Pittsburgh, July 4 – 11. 
Church moderator for 2009-11 is Ed Diller, an attor-
ney and member of Cincinnati Mennonite Fellowship; 
moderator-elect is Dick Thomas, superintendent of 
Lancaster Mennonite School and member of Ridge-
view Mennonite Church.  

Central District Conference Meeting 
June 25-27, 2009 

Rebecca Bare 

On June 25-27, I attended the Central District Con-
ference (CDC) meeting in Sugarcreek, OH. Last year, 
I wrote about what I saw; this year I will concentrate 
on what I heard. 

As Doug mentioned in church, the CDC has $15,000 
less income this year because of congregational 
changes. Six churches either joined a different confer-
ence or closed. These churches included First Men-
nonite of Berne, IN, whose membership is over 1000. 
One congregation joined (Milwaukee) and one is 
applying for membership (St. Paul). 

We had the dedication of the burial boxes our church 
participated in creating. Eleven churches presented 
their boxes. The boxes will be filled and buried later 
this year in Oklahoma. The ceremony made me more 
aware of how badly the Native Americans were 
treated in the early part of our history. My own 
ancestors were complicit in this by buying cheap land 
where Indians used to live. 

On a happier note, there is a new movement starting 
in CDC. It is called Friends. It is a place for CDC 
congregations to connect and tell stories. There are 
currently six congregations participating in a pilot 
project, with two more considering it. It was empha-
sized that there will be no voting or business involved. 

Camp Friedenswald was one of the agencies giving 
reports. Besides doing summer and winter camps and 
hosting retreats, the camp has three other endeavors. 
They hold Outdoor Education for schools. The camp 
also tries to reach out to their neighbors. In the fall, 
they hold popcorn feasts and wagon rides. Finally, 
facilities are rented on weekends and during the week. 
(From personal experience, I can tell you that this is 
an excellent way to enjoy the outdoors.) The camp 
has hit hard times, however. The schools are whittling 

down their Outdoor Education. They have had to cut 
staff. They are calling on us to volunteer to do main-
tenance, be a weekend host, and provide prayer 
support and donations. 

Our speaker for the weekend was Ched Myers. He 
lives in an intentional community. His main theme 
was how do we live in a world of affluence yet try to 
live as God commanded (sharing with the poor). 
Ched said many things and probably all of us there 
picked up and remember something different. Here is 
what I heard. 

We are used to hearing about Christians living in two 
kingdoms. This is not helpful in today‘s world. Em-
pire is a better term. We cannot think we are disen-
gaged from the world and still drive cars and eat food 
from miles away.  

Myers new interpretation of Jesus‘ temptations is as 
follows: ―Affluenza‖, Empire, and Entitlement. All 
three encourage us to set ourselves up for an easy life. 
It is very difficult for us to not live in the empire. 
Even paying taxes means we are complicit in paying 
for war.  

Here are three questions to think about: 

 How is our consumption reflecting our faith? 

Shelley Smithson’s Article  

in The Nation: 

FMC'S own Shelley Smithson has  
an article in the June 29 issue of THE 
NATION (an independent national 
news publication). In the article titled 
"Radioactive Revival in New Mexico - 
Navajos say 'no!' as the return of ura-
nium mining threatens to despoil their 
lands and health", Shelley discusses 
the resurgence of interest in uranium 
mining in the northwest corner of New 
Mexico and the implications this has on 
the lives of residents' health and envi-
ronment. Those persons interested in  
environmental and social justice issues 
will want to read this excellent article. 
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 How do we be an Anabaptist witness in an  
Empire? 

 How do I identify empire in my daily life and 
become less empirical? 

I believe that FMC has been trying to live less empiri-
cally. We serve fair trade coffee and recycle. We have 
an active food pantry. We help our sister church in 
Colombia feed the poor. Many of us ride bikes to 
work, use cloth bags, compost, and buy locally. 

What else can we do to live less empirically?  

 We can relate to the poor and marginalized by 
learning about the world from their perspective. 

 We can make our surplus capital available to the 
poor rather than tying it up in stocks. 

 We can participate in socially responsible investing 
(such as MMA) or community investing. 

 We can garden. 

I will end with end up with two final thought-
provoking quotes from Ched Myers: ―God‘s mission 
has a church and we are it.‖ ―The question is not is 
there a way, the question is: is there a will.‖ 

Our Sister Church on Facebook 

Greg Springer 

Many people have the attitude of a recent New 
Yorker cartoon character, who exclaimed, ―I‘m just 
waiting for Facebook to be over.‖ 

Facebook raises questions of privacy and purpose. 
What‘s it all about? 

Facebook has become the Internet‘s most popular 
social networking site. When members of the Colom-
bia Task Force were talking about establishing a web 
presence for our sister church relationship with El 
Divino Redentor in Bucaramanga, we began to realize 
that Facebook would allow us to interact much more 
than a static web page with a single webmaster. 

We wanted to share stories, pictures, ideas, sermons, 
prayer requests, and personal exchange. We wanted 
everyone to have the possibility to contribute. Face-
book allows us those possibilities. 

Some First Mennonite members (and El Divino 
Redentor members) already have Facebook pages. 
(Incidentally, about twice as many East Bend mem-
bers have joined Facebook as First Mennonite mem-
bers. Maybe I can inspire some competitive spirit 
here.) 

Through Facebook, I can read Mel‘s poetry, receive 
Mennonite Church USA event information, find out 
when Ruth is visiting family, and play Scrabble with 
Barb, who almost always wins. I also see the most 
recent pictures from our cafeteria program for dis-
placed children in Colombia. 

You also may wish to check out the Facebook pages 
for Goshen College  

http://www.facebook.com/goshencollege?ref=s 

or for Mennonite Central Committee 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?
gid=2314262604 

How to Do It 

With Facebook, everyone can post whatever they 
wish – or nothing at all. Unlike emails, Facebook 
postings do not necessitate any personal response. It 
can be something like sharing time. Or maybe a 
virtual fellowship hour. 

Facebook can be a little confusing and take some time 
getting use to. To begin, you need to go to face-
book.com and sign up. To do this, you will need to 
provide your name, email address, gender and birth-
day. Apart from that, any other information you will 
be asked to provide is ENTIRELY OPTIONAL. 
Also, if you have a picture of yourself on your com-
puter, upload that. It is especially nice to have faces 
with these names and information. People change 
their profile pictures all the time, so it isn‘t as though 
you are stuck with the first picture you post.  

On your new Facebook, you have a HOME page 
(where a ―news feed‖ appears that includes all the 
short information posted by your Facebook friends 
and groups). 

You will also have a PROFILE page, where your 
WALL shows only the things you post. There are 
page tabs to post your PHOTOS and INFORMA-
TION and to establish your SETTINGS (which may 

http://www.facebook.com/goshencollege?ref=s
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2314262604
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2314262604
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include how much or little privacy you want and also if 
you want postings sent to your mobile phone, etc.) 

When you are starting out, there will be many ways 
you can add friends. You can use the SEARCH box – 
in the upper right hand of the screen – to enter names 
or email addresses, to find people already on Face-
book. You may be surprised. Currently, I share infor-
mation daily with people I have not seen in over 20 
years. And I have daily contact with friends across the 
U.S., as well as friends in Mexico and Colombia. 

You can – and should – enter IGLESIAS HERMA-
NAS in the search box, to find the sister church page 
for First Mennonite and El Divino Redentor. 

Once you are on the IGLESIAS HERMANAS page, 
you will see pictures, news, and a list of ―fans‖ of the 
group. 

Become a fan by clicking on the BECOME A FAN 
link. In this way, you become a part of the Sister 
Church Facebook group. As a member, you will 
receive all the information that gets posted on the 
IGLESIAS HERMANAS sister churches page. 

Write a comment. Brief is best. Post a picture. Provide 
a thought of the day. Give an inspirational quote that 
may have pleased you recently. Anything is OK and 
everything increases the value and personality of the 
page, not to mention enhancing our Sister Church 
relationship. 

Finally, Privacy and Friendship 

A short word about Facebook friends. How many or 
how few friends you choose to have on Facebook is 
entirely up to you. You may wish not to have friends at 
all and only access the Sister Church page. 

People may request that you become their friend. 
There is no requirement that you do so. If you don‘t 
wish to be a friend of someone – even someone with 
whom you may be a friend in real life – simply ignore 
the request. There is no need to apologize. It is not 
something that should be taken personally. Many 
people cannot afford the time investment or are 
daunted by the technology. 

You can ―unfriend‖ people as well. If, for whatever 
reason, you decide to pare down your list of friends, 
you can remove them as friends. They are NOT 

notified of this action, although they might find out in 
time when they look over their list of friends. 

You can also HIDE the posts of other people, if 
someone posts too much and you don‘t want to 
unfriend them, but neither do you want to receive 
everything they post. (You can easily undo this action, 
too.) 

Our sister church relationship has been ongoing for 
about eight years. Justapaz and Sister Church coordi-
nators in Colombia call the relationship between First 
Mennonite and El Divino Redentor to be one of the 
stronger bonds in their network. Facebook can be a 
way for increasing the involvement and contact be-
tween the members of both churches. 

We have much more to learn and appreciate from our 
brothers and sisters in Colombia. It may take some 
time, but I am hopeful that this tool will enable our 
already strong relationship to grow and that members 
of both congregations will get to know each other 
better. 

There are several simple videos online about using 
Facebook. Find them at 

http://www.ehow.com/videos-on_108_use-
facebook.html 

WANTED: 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY:  
Ecumenical Ambassador to CIMIC  
(Central Illinois Mosque & Islamic Center) 

Rachel Rasmussen 

In varying ways, over the years, members and staff of 
FMC have cultivated friendships with other religious 
congregations, most notably in recent years, with the 
Mosque, and our sister church in Colombia. While 
such ecumenical relations often begin with individual 
contact, it has been common for the congregation to 
be invited into the affair as well. In the case of our 
sister church relationship, the congregation at large 
respond to the call to action from the Mennonite 
church in Colombia. While the call was borne to us by 
an individual, the ―we‖ agreed to enter into a formal 
sister-church relationship. To keep the faith with El 
Divino Redentor, committed individuals at FMC have 

http://www.ehow.com/videos-on_108_use-facebook.html
http://www.ehow.com/videos-on_108_use-facebook.html
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formed a Colombia Task Force to make sure that as a 
corporate being, ―we‖ don‘t forget our sister-church. 
This group stays in touch with them, keeps our con-
gregation informed, sends thank you cards and encour-
ages and helps arrange visits, etc. 

Our friendship with the Mosque also began with 
individuals who were interested. Pastor Larry especially 
wanted to build good neighborly relations with them in 
the aftermath of September 11, 2001 and made his 
own visits to meet and get to know their community. 
Our relationship with the Champaign-Urbana Muslim 
community became and remains important to many of 
us, and it appears that on the whole FMC is grateful to 
the individuals who have kept touch with them on 
behalf of our church in various ways. 

The Service and Outreach committee, in conversations 
with Pastor Janet, is thinking that the time has come to 
find a way to make the care and feeding of this rela-
tionship more intentional and organized for FMC. 
Many of us have done this sort of ecumenical service 
and outreach as a part of our own interest and com-
mitment, and many at FMC appreciate being a part of 
a church where individuals connect us to others. If you 
have been one of those ecumenically-hearted persons, 
or are hearing that call anew, we want to formally call 
on you to serve as a kind of ambassador or liaison—from 
FMC to CIMIC. We would offer you resources and 
support of our committee in exchange for more 
consistently relying upon your gifts in this matter. 
There is no expectation that this ‗position‘ would 
involve program-planning unless one is so moved by 
the Spirit. Of course, it could be an opportunity for 
creativity and initiative, though we would be happy 
right now to work with a point person to help FMC 
follow-through with and keep track of the various 
invitations and collaborations between our two reli-
gious groups. In return, you would have the support 
and resources of the Service and Outreach Committee 
as needed. Of course, regular attendance of our riot-
ously entertaining committee meetings would not be 
required. 

It is important to add here that if there are persons 
who are interested in serving as liaison to a different 
church or religious group, there is room for more than 
one ecumenical ambassador at FMC! If you are inter-
ested or have questions please contact the S&O 

committee: Tom Anderson, Karen Bidner, Kate Falk, 
Randy Nelson, Pat Piggee, and Rachel Rasmussen, 
chair 

Whoõs New at FMC 

Kim Bode 

Interviewed by Kaye Massanari 

A big thank you to Kim who 
graciously consented to take the 
time to answer my questions 
somewhere in the midst of  
taking Lauren to the zoo in 
Bloomington, volunteering at 
the Catholic Worker House, 
planning for and participating in 
birthday festivities for Albert, 

and getting ready for their family mini-vacation over 
the July 4th weekend. 

KM: Your schedule this week sounds very busy. Is this a typical 
week for you, or did you just happen to have a lot going on with 
Albert’s birthday and the holiday coming up? 

KB: I do like to keep busy. On Mondays and Fridays 
I‘ve been tutoring for Project READ. In the fall before 
I had a job, I volunteered at the Catholic worker house 
on Thursdays after Bible study. I couldn‘t get there 
once I started teaching in the spring, but now that it‘s 
summer, the crew will give me a call if anyone needs a 
substitute. 

KM: As I recall, you, Brett, Albert and Lauren moved here 
from Iowa. Are you and Brett originally from Iowa? 

Brett and I lived in Ames, Iowa for 15 years. We 
moved there after graduating from college so that we 
could attend graduate school at Iowa State University. 
We‘re both originally from the Bloomington-Normal 
area. We met at Illinois State University where we were 
chemistry majors and ended up being lab partners and 
best friends. We moved to Ames for graduate school. 
After Brett finished his PhD, he looked at jobs on 
either coast, but his graduate advisor offered him a job 
working at Ames Laboratory as a post-doc that turned 
into a full-time position. 

KM: What brought you and your family to the Champaign-
Urbana area? 
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KB: In the back of our minds we wanted Brett to get a 
job at the U of I so we could be close to our family by 
the time we retired. Over a year ago, he found out 
about the Blue Waters project. After a lot of praying 
for direction, he got the job offer and accepted it. His 
previous job had downsized on staff, and my teaching 
job had just ended. It was good timing on God‘s part. 

KM: If I remember correctly, you recently got a teaching position. 
Did you teach when you were in Iowa?  

KB: I finished my master‘s degree while Brett was 
working on his PhD. I had given a good research 
seminar and was hired as a temporary instructor at 
Iowa State for two years in the biochemistry and 
biophysics department. It was part-time and allowed 
me to continue the computer programming and 
theoretical research on proteins. I taught two courses 
for entering graduate students: introduction to bio-
physics and computer methods for biochemistry. 
When the two years were finished, I didn‘t find a job 
teaching high school chemistry or math, which were 
my majors in college. We moved Albert from the 
public school to Ames Christian School, and they were 
expanding their grade levels and needed a high school 
math and chemistry teacher. I was hired to teach part-
time, and all three of us (Albert, Lauren and I) went to 
ACS for three years. I taught chemistry, algebra I and 
II, geometry, precalculus and some junior high math 
and science. 

KM: How did you get interested in the subject you teach?  

KB: I liked the idea of being a teacher since I was little. 
My mom and brother would tell you that I just like 
telling people what to do because I‘m bossy. Seriously 
though, my mom always encouraged us to get an 
education so that we would not be stuck in a dead-end, 
low paying, job like she had. I thought I might be an 
English teacher because I liked literature, but then I 
took chemistry in high school. It was the hardest 
course I ever had, but the most rewarding when I 
finally figured out how to learn it. My teacher was great 
at never answering a question but asking a question in 
return to get us to do the thinking. He was more 
concerned that we learn how to think and reason than 
memorize. I was a good student before chemistry, but 
afterwards I started applying the study skills I learned 
in chemistry to my other courses and started getting 
straight A‘s. I tutored other chemistry students while in 

high school and helped some of my classmates in math 
class by doing the same technique of not answering 
their question directly, but asking them questions to 
help them figure out the answer. I enjoyed trying to 
come up with good questions. It‘s like figuring out a 
mystery except as the teacher, I decide what the clues 
will be. 

KM: How is the transition of moving to this area for you and 
your family? Do you like living here? 

KB: Brett and I always considered ourselves to be 
Illinoisans that were living in exile in Iowa. So we 
consider ourselves coming home by moving here. Still 
it‘s quite an adjustment to give up the close friend-
ships, good activities and place that we felt we be-
longed and then have to start over building up a new 
life that works here. Some days I really like it here and 
some days I miss the goodness I had in Ames that 
hasn‘t been and couldn‘t be replaced. 

KM: How did you find out about FMC and what things do 
you enjoy about FMC? 

KB: We knew Chris and Sarah Lubienski when we 
overlapped at Des Moines Mennonite Church and 
knew they found a Mennonite church when they came 
here from their Christmas cards. We searched on the 
Internet to see what Mennonite churches were close to 
Mahomet and liked what we saw on the FMC website. 
We started coming here the Sunday after we moved to 
Mahomet. We were glad to find a small group like we 
had in Ames. I like that there is a diverse group of 
people that attend here, not all one age group, who 
really care about each other. I look forward to church 
and Sunday school to learn and feel connected to God. 

KM: Do you have any pets? If so, please tell us about them? 

KB: We have four pets. Our Sheltie, named Victor, is 
7 years old. Our cat, Lacey, is about 7 years old. We 
adopted her from the animal shelter in Ames. After we 
moved to Mahomet, the kids each adopted a rabbit 
from the animal shelter. Lauren has an orange-brown 
male Lop, named Snickers who can‘t stand to be 
petted or held but is otherwise a perfect pet. Albert has 
a black female Rex named Arlene who likes to be held 
and petted but chews everything. We once had no 
phone service for 2 days because she chewed the 
incoming cord. We have some fish too. 
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KM: What kinds of things do you enjoy in your spare time (if 
you have any)?  

KB: I like to spend time with my family and I like to 
crochet, read, sometimes write stories, but my favorite 
activity by myself is figure skating. 

KM: A couple of weeks ago we got to hear you and Albert 
perform a duet. How long have you been playing the bassoon? 
Do Lauren and Brett also perform musically?  

KB: I played clarinet from grade school to high school. 
During high school I bought a saxophone because the 
band director would let me march with it if I could 
play it. In music appreciation class in college, the 
professor brought in his bassoon to play for us, and I 
thought it was the most wonderful sound. I wanted to 
do something fun and artistic in college to go along 
with the chemistry and math education majors. So I 
took up the bassoon and played in the band and 
orchestra while at Illinois State University. Albert and 
Lauren both took piano lessons in Ames. Albert has 
my old clarinet now as his own. Lauren will try taking 
up my old saxophone this year in 5th grade. Brett 
listens to music but only briefly played an instrument 
in grade school. 

KM: If you had the opportunity to spend time with anyone in 
the world, someone who is alive now, or someone in history, who 
would that person be and why? What kinds of things would you 
want to talk to her/him about? 

KB: I would have liked to meet Marie Curie because 
not only was she a scientist when few women were 
scientists, but she also led an incredible life as a single 

mother after her husband died and accomplished her 
work in a foreign land as she‘s originally Polish, not 
French. I‘d like to meet Jimmy Carter because I admire 
him too. I could ask Madeleine L‘Engle lots of ques-
tions about events and plots in her books. 

KM: Is there something that you have accomplished in life, a 
trip you have taken, personal achievement that you feel really 
good about that you would like to share? 

KB: Last summer before we moved here, our skating 
club held a 2-day seminar that I attended. It was called 
Magic of Style and led by Ann-Margreth Frei who was 
a Swedish Olympic medalist in 1964. It started out 
hard and just kept getting harder to keep up with her 
and then try to have some sort of stage presence and 
artistry that she wanted us to focus on. I made it to the 
end with soreness from my toes to my pinky fingers 
and top of my head. While taking off our skates Ann-
Margreth walked around complimenting us on skating 
she saw and liked. Suddenly she said, ―Where‘s that 
one adult skater?‖ meaning where‘s that one adult who 
isn‘t also a coach, or in other words, me. I painfully 
raised my hand and she said ―Bravo for making it all 
the way to the end.‖ ―Bravo‖ from an Olympic medal-
ist. I was on cloud nine. 

KM: Is there one thing that you would like people at FMC to 
know about you? 

KB: I‘m a very shy and quiet person so if I don‘t speak 
up right away, that‘s just my introvert personality.  

KM: Kim, thank you so much for taking the time to share some 
of your stories with us. 

FELLOWSHIP DINNER, SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 

We are all invited to sign up to attend a fun get together. On Sunday noon on  
August 9th, you can either be a host or a guest at a home for a Fellowship  
Dinner. This is a time to get to know your FMC family members even better. 
Since there is no Sunday School in August, we have a little more time to gather. 

The host provides the place and part of the meal. It can be inside or picnic style. 
Guests will be asked to bring a dish, designated by the host. Look for the sign up 
in the bulletin. Join the fun and have a great meal! 

ð The Hospitality and Fellowship Committee 


