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Samuel Flannigan: If you could have one super 
power, what would it be and why? 

Janet Elaine Rasmussen: Iõve never thought about 
that before. Isnõt that an interesting question! The first 
thing that comes to mind is to have healing power, for 
those who are ill and infirm. That would be so fabulous. 

SF: Could you tell me about your college years? 

JER: Sure can. You know, I lived right down the street, 
about a mile south of the church on Lincoln Avenue, in 
the Pennsylvania Avenue Residence Halls. I looked out 
on the Illini Grove. I didnõt have a car; I walked every-
where on campus and it was the days when girls were 
wearing mini-skirts, so I remember some pretty cold 
walks! 

It was a serious time because it was the Vietnam War. 
Like youõve heard, there was a lot of unrest and protest. 
I remember the National Guard lining the Quad and the 
nearby streets. There was a sense that America had gone 
wrong and we had to take a stand against the war. My 
senior year, we didnõt have finals. Things just went into a 
chaotic state at the end of the spring semester. I had 
already been accepted to graduate school, but Iõm sure 
there were students for whom this really disrupted 
things. One of the faculty members I remember so well 
was Professor P.M. Mitchell. He stood every week in 
front of the Alma Mater in a silent vigil against the war.  
That was a real inspiration for me.  

SF: What are your thoughts or feelings about the 
most recent election? 

JER: I thought the fact that it galvanized people and 
that there was serious attention paid to the election was 
excellent. I think it is worthy of note that we have bro-
ken a barrier, a significant barrier for African-Americans. 
And having a president with an international back-
ground bodes well for our recognition of the global 
community. Iõm also pleased that we showed once again 
that we can have an election people feel very strongly 
about and afterwards come together as a country. I 
sense a real spirit of optimism, even in hard economic 
times.  

SF: When growing up as a teen, what bands/genres 
of music did you listen to, and why did you like 
them? 

JER:  The Beatles were really big. And my father who 
was very strict, he just thought this was the end of the 
world--these guys with long hair. They didnõt have any 
longer hair than you have, right now. But it seemed very 
drastic at the time. Of course, weõd seen Elvis Presley on 
television and in the movies. Some of the folk music at 
the time which had some protest to it, like Joan Baez, 
Peter, Paul, and Mary, and Simon and Garfunkel, really 
appealed to me. I always have liked folk music and blue-
grass and the early rock nõ roll bands. We played records. 
I had a small record player by my bed.  

SF: Alright, well the next question is, if you could 
have lunch with any two people in the world, alive 
or dead, who would they be and why? 

JER: Any two people throughout human history? If 
there were some way to have lunch with one of the 
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women who were part of the Jesus movement, that 
would be wonderful. Perhaps either Mary Magdalene or 
Mary the mother of Jesus. Now if I got a second person 
from a different era, who would that be? Probably 
somebody like Gandhi or Mother Teresa, to have the 
inspiration of their witness first-hand. 

SF: Can you tell me about one of your favorite 
Christmases, whether it is when you were a kid or 
after you grew up? 

JER: Well, let me tell you about the Christmas I spent in 
Denmark when I was 17 years old. It was the first time I 
was out of the country and the first time I was away 
from my own family for Christmas. I was living there 
with my exchange student family. All the different cus-
toms, yet to know that we were still celebrating Christ-
mas! Christmas Eve was the really big celebration there. 
My own family always opened presents on Christmas 
morning; they opened theirs on Christmas Eve. We 
went to church and then had goose for dinner and I had 
never had that before. It was good. And we had a 
Christmas tree with live candles burning on it. 

SF: Wouldnõt end well here. 

JER: I know. Everyone is very concerned about doing 
that, but that was the tradition. Of course, everyone was 
very careful; you just had the candles lit for a little while. 
And while the candles were lit, the family òdancedó 
around the Christmas tree, but it was really just walking. 
They joined hands, walked around the Christmas tree, 
and sang Christmas carols by heart. The very next day, 
we got on a plane and flew to the island of Majorca, off 
the coast of Spain. It was so exotic and we spent the rest 
of our Christmas holiday in the warmth of southern 
Europe. 

SF: Can you tell me about one of your proudest mo-
ments in your life? 

JER: Being installed as the pastor here last May was 
really an extraordinary experience. Even though Iõve 
held a lot of other leadership positions, there was some-
thing so amazing about the certainty of Godõs call to be 
here. Proud isnõt the right word. Maybe joyful? Hon-
ored? And I certainly donõt think of it as something that 
I did. It is Godõs work.  

SF: Is there any proverb or quote or saying that you 
try to live your life by and why do you like it? 

JER: The Bible verse I have held close is Matthew 5:16: 
òLet your light shine before others so they may see your 

good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.ó 
What we do, we should do for the glory of God. God 
has gifted each of us and we should gladly share our 
gifts and our faith.  

SF: While in middle school, what were some of your 
favorite moments? 

JER: Well, we had a junior high, which was 7th and 8th 
grade. We had an old school and the wooden steps were 
caved in from all the stepping on them. In 7th grade, we 
had a brand new teacher. She had just finished her de-
gree and some members of the class gave her a really 
hard time since they knew she was inexperienced. I felt 
so sorry for her. She was a really nice woman, but it was-
nõt easy. Her husband was a PhD candidate in psychol-
ogy. And I remember some of us volunteered to take 
part in a psychology experiment for him. That was the 
first time I was ever part of an experiment. We had to 
look in a box and tell our perception. It gave me a 
glimpse of what it would be like to do research, so that 
was really neat.  

In 8th grade, I ran for class president. I had to give a 
speech. I think there were 3 maybe 4 of us who were 
candidates. I did not get elected, but I remember the 
whole deal of having to make a campaign sign and giv-
ing the speech. I donõt know what made me think I 
might get elected, because I was more of a nerdy  
student, but it was pretty interesting. It may have sig-
naled something about someday wanting to have a more 
public voice. 

I remember we had a Sock Hop. That was our first real 
dance. 

SF: If you were banished from the United States, 
but were allowed to live in any other country in the 
world, which country would you live in and why? 

JER: I would probably choose to live in Norway, either 
Norway or Denmark. Why? Because I know quite a few 
people there and would have a sense that I was among 
friends. I know the language; I like their social policies. 
Although, now that I think about it, thereõs no Mennon-
ite Church thereñIõd have to plant one!  

To be continued. Part 2 of this interview will appear in the 
March 2009 issue of òThe Vine.ó 

NOTE: This interview was a school project for Samuel.  He was 
asked to compose 20 questions for the interview.  
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21 December 2008  

Message from: Joel Krehbiel  

As ashamed as I am to admit it, before I came to  
Brazil, I had never really driven a manual transmission 
vehicle. I understood the principles, but Iõd never  
actually gotten behind the wheel of a stick shift vehi-
cle and driven it on the road. 

When I got to my placement city, Monteiro, the Men-
nonite Central Committee (MCC) workers there were 
excited because I had a driverõs license and some of 
the other workers there didnõt. òYou can drive them 
where they need to go,ó I was told. The only problem 
was that almost all vehicles here are manual transmis-
sion. I told them that I didnõt really have any experi-
ence behind stick shift vehicles, but they said Iõd learn 
quickly. 

So Iõve stalled these vehicles countless times by now, 
but Iõm finding out how to use the clutch, how much 
gas to give it, and when to shift. Sometimes I find my-
self shifting without thinking, and I realize how much 
Iõve learned already. 

I think that a lot of my experience here in Brazil is 
comparable to learning to drive a manual transmission 
vehicle. For one thing, I find myself speaking Portu-
guese much better I did three months ago, even if I 
still canõt quite find the right words every now and 
then. 

Iõve also been thrown behind the wheel of other pro-
jects that were quite unknown to me. MCC has set up 
a pilot project to build ten biodigesters in this area, 
and I was asked to help implement this technology. I 
came to Brazil knowing basically nothing about biodi-
gesters, but I now understand that they create meth-
ane gas for cooking from animal manure. This simple 
technology has the potential to greatly improve the 
lives of people in settlements around Monterio. In 
some of these areas women still cook meals with fire-
wood. Not only does this method deplete the earth of 
much-needed trees, it also is quite unhealthy and time 
consuming for these women. 

My responsibilities with this project have involved 
transporting materials to the biodigester site, con-
structing parts of the device, and answering questions 
about how they work. I should mention that 

òtransporting materialsó for the biodigester has meant 
that sometimes I have had to carry manure to the bio-
digester site. No one said that serving others would be 
a clean job, but I donõt think I imagined it would be 
nearly this smelly. I have actually really enjoyed the 
biodigester project, and I think I will be working with 
that project periodically for the rest of my term. 

Another humbling experience has been participating 
in Christmas programs that MCC puts together for 
settlements around Monteiro. Part of the program 
involves the people thanking God for something and 
asking for something for the next year. These people 
are some of the most grateful people Iõve ever met. 
Their homes look more like shacks made of sticks and 
tarp, but they are so thankful for their lives, relation-
ships, and health. These experiences make me realize 
how ungrateful I am. Iõm worrying about whether Iõm 
driving the manual vehicle correctly, and these people 
are wondering if someoneõs going to turn on electric-
ity to their home. 

So I must say that I am doing very well here. Life is 
unpredictable and exciting here. Iõm continually learn-
ing here, and I can assure you that my life is not stuck 
in Park. I thank you for your prayers and support. I 
think of you often. 

Joel Krehbiel 
Blog: blogs.mcc.org/salt/joelkreh/ 
Email: joelkrehbiel@gmail.com 
Address:  
Rua José Marcelino Periera 299 
Centro-Monteiro, PB Cep 
58.500-000 Brazil 

45 Years Agoé 

Kaye Massanari  

My parents, Bob and Lila Massanari, though quiet and 
unassuming, were passionate about their belief in God 
and the work of the church. I remain grateful to them 
for that passion and their quiet strength. In the early 
1960õs they met regularly with a group of Mennonite 
graduate students at the University of Illinois. I have 
warm memories of this group meeting in our living 
room, my dad involved in lively discussions, and my 
mom serving delicious treats.  
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Happy 45th Birthday, 
FMC!! 

Let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and  
good deeds. Let us not give up  
meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another�² and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching. 
   �²  Hebrews 10:24-25 


