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Interview with My Pastor, SF: What are your thoughts or feelings about the
Janet Elaine Rasmussen, PART 1 most recent election”?
by Samuel Flannigan JER:| thought the fact that it galvanized people and
Date of Interview- 12/30/2008 that there was serious attention paid to the election was
) excellent. | think it is worthy of note that we have bro-
Samuel Flannigan: If you could have one super ken a barrier, a significant barrier for Afrismericans.
power, what would it be and why? And having a president with an international back-
Janet Elaine Rasmussen: v e never t H®ungbpdes wel fgrpyr recognition of the global
that before. 1Isndét that COMMURAIdYestdOmMg ads@s il s e

thing that comes to mind is to have healing power, foihat we can have an election people feel very strongly

those who are ill and infirm. That would be so fabulo@out and afterwards come together as a country. | -
sense a real spirit of optimism, even in hard economic
SF: Could you tell me about your college years? times.

the Pennsylvania Avenue Residence Halls. | looked gjim?
on the I 11ini Gr ove. | di dnot have a ¢ | wal ke

car ;
where on campus and it was the days when girls werde” The Beatles were really big. And my father who
wearing mirgkirts, so | remember some pretty cold Was very strict, he just thought this was the end of the

walks! worldt hese guys with | ong hali
_ ) _ _ longer hair than you have, right now. But it seemed very
It was a serious time because it was the Vietnam Wad.r astic at the ti me. Of co

Li ke youdve heard, ther gleWspsandin thebrovies. Somd & th&fSIKk mudichd |
| remember the National Guard lining the Quad and M time which had some protest to it, like Joan Baez,
nearby streets. There was a sense that America hadeRe Paul, and Mary, and Simon and Garfunkel, really
wrong and we had to take a stand against the war. Myphpealed to me. | always have liked folk music and blue-
senior year, we didnot @@\é%sf iyl Q.heTrélarpg§, rostk W
chaotic state at the end of the spring semester. | had| had a small record player by my bed.

already been accepted ta .g\r_ﬁduat e schoaol, but
there were students for whom this really disrupted SF: Alright, vv_eII the next question Is, if'you cou_ld
things. One of the faculty members | remember so wlfVe lunch with any two people in the world, alive
was Professor P.M. Mitchell. He stood every week in®" d€2d, who would they be and why?

front of the Alma Mater in a silent vigil against the wavER. Any two people throughout human history? If
That was a real inspiration for me. there were some way to have lunch with one of the
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women who were part of the Jesus movement,that good wor ks and give gl ory
would be wonderful. Perhaps either Mary Magdalené/@hat we do, we should do for the glory of God. God
Mary the mother of Jesus. Now if | got a second perduas gifted each of us and we should gladly share our
from a different era, who would that be? Probably  gifts and our faith.

somebody like Gandhi or Mother Teresa, to have th

®SE: While in middle school, what were some of your
inspiration of their witness fuisand. e in mi , what w you

favorite moments?

SF: Can you tell me about one of your favorite JER:Well, we had a junior high, which waartl 8
Christmases, whether it is when you were a kid of - gra4e \We had an old school and the wooden steps were
after you grew up? caved in from all the stepping on them. In 7th grade, we
JER:Well, let me tell you about the Christmas | spenhad a brand new teacher. She had just finished her de-
Denmark when | was 17 years old. It was the first tingrée and some members of the class gave her a really
was out of the country and the first time | was away hard time since they knew she was inexperienced. | felt
from my own family for Christmas. | was living there so sorry for her. She was a really nice woman, but it was-
with my exchange student family. All the differentcuss 0t easy . Her husband was
toms, yet to know that we were still celebrating Chrisegy. And | remember some of us volunteered to take
mas! Christmas Eve was the really big celebration thpgat in a psychology experiment for him. That was the
My own family always opened presents on Christmadirst time | was ever part of an experiment. We had to
morning; they opened theirs on Christmas Eve. We look in a box and tell our perception. It gave me a

went to church and then had goose for dinner and | tgliinpse of what it would be like to do research, so that
never had that before. It was good. And we had a  was really neat.

Christmas tree with live candles burning on it. In 8h grade, | ran for class president_ | had to give a
SF: Wouldnodt end wel |l h &peegch.lthink there were 3 maybe 4 of us who were
._candidates. | did not get elected, but | remember the

g3vho|e deal of having to make a campaign sign and giv-
that, but that was the tradition. Of course, everyone wag t he Sgp eech. Ii) gd Ogn 5 t g k n

very careful; you just had the candles lit for a little WW ht get elected, because | was more of a nerdy
And while the candles W%t dent, L |fwasp?e y‘?nteﬁﬁlﬁﬁ'ltrr%yhgv &q? ¢ €

around the Christmas tree, but it was really just Walk‘r'?&ed somethina about someday wanting to have a more
They joined hands, walked around the Christmas tregubhc voice. J d °

and sang Christmas carols by heart. The very nextd
we got on a plane and flew to the island of Majorca, (Ijﬁemember we had a Sock Hop. That was our first real
the coast of Spain. It was so exotic and we spent theq%%?e

of our Christmas holiday in the warmth of southern SF: If you were banished from the United States,
Europe. but were allowed to live in any other country in the

SF: Can you tell me about one of your proudest mo- World, which country would you live in and why?

ments in your life? JER:| would probably choose to live in Norway, either
JER:Being installed as the pastor here last May WaSNorway or Denmark. \INhﬁ’? Because | khnow quite a few
really an extraordinary peé)g(l hfrrefi%\’\’lqj:‘g aveli—_al\ié“:fft?th RN9 |
held a lot of other leadership positions, there was so now the language; € their social policies.

thing so amazing about Iﬁq% (ﬁé’vlglhalﬁ]to)w (51haéoéi §h65'IkI
here. Proud isndt the r igychipeeldd \npaviee joy'ofI Ta R
ored? And | certainly dagfdtonthdedrBdf thididtervied wilPapeat if the t h
Il did. It is Godbds workpymarch 2009 issue of 0The V
SF: Is there any proverb or quote or saying that you

try to live your life by and why do you like it?

JER:The Bible verse I have held close is Matthew S3&iE: This interview was a school project for Samuel. He was
oLet your | ight shine ba&WedocEnposetohy@dtiods fobtieintérvievey may s



Do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your God 3

21 December 2008 otransporting material so
that sometimes | have had to carry manure to the bio-

Message from: Joel Krehbiel digester site. No one said that serving others would be

As ashamed as | am to admit it, before Icameto a ¢l ean job, but | dondt
Brazil, | had never really driven a manual transmissigarly this smelly. | have actually really enjoyed the
vehicle. | understood tbibdigesterpioject ang I tlenk | will betorkingduith n ¢

actually gotten behind the wheel of a stick shift vehhat project periodically for the rest of my term.

cle and driven it on the road. Another humbling experience has been participating

When | got to my placement city, Monteiro, the Meim Christmas programs that MCC puts together for
nonite Central Committee (MCC) workers there wegettlements around Monteiro. Part of the program
excited because | had anvollgsithe geopfe shanking Gedrfos somethingland 0 |
the other workers t her eskidgfd sofdthing forthe mext gearnThedd people |
where they need to go, GQrle wasmet olfd.t hBhenosn! Wyr@amn
was that almost all vehicles here are manual transmiigir homes look more like shacks made of sticks and

sion. | told them that takp, bdtithdymafe ko thaskallfol their lives vredation-n y
ence behind stick shif tshipg art healtheThese ekperiencds makg mesrealizel
quickly. how ungrateful | am. | & m

So I6ve stalled these \fLipgthemanual vehjcle ﬁo[rrqa_ctﬁ/,sagd these prorle |
but I 6m finding out hoﬁrteo.WL9§éjetrHé19cl' t cR®MERINW ©
gas to give it, and when to shift. Sometimes | find r‘r1i¥/-t° their home.

self shifting without thinking, and | realize how muBo | must say that | am doing very well here. Life is

| 6ve | earned already. unpredictable and excitin
ing here, and | can assure you that my life is not stuck

| think that a lot of my experience here in Brazil is . k| thank ; q |
comparable to learning to drive a manual transmis iopr‘ulflr - | thanx you for your prayers and support.
of you often.

vehicle. For one thing, | find myself speaking Portin
guese much better | did three months ago, evenif |  Joel Krehbiel

still candt quite find t Bleg:blogsgnbctorgsatt/joedkeen/e ver y no\
then. Email: joelkrehbiel@gmail.com

| 6ve also been thrown be@qdrﬁst?:,l\h he wheel of other
jects that were quite unknown to me. MCC has set up ua Jose Marcelino Periera 299
a pilot project to build ten biodigesters in this area,
and | was asked to help implement this technology. |
came to Brazil knowing basically nothing about biodi-

esters, but | now understand that they create meth- p
gne gas for cooking from animal manuyre. This simp e5 Years Agoe
technology has the potential to greatly improve thekaye Massanari

lives of people in settlements a_round Monterio._ln My parents, Bob and Lila Massanari, though quiet and
some of these areas women still cook meals with fligassuming, were passionate about their belief in God
wood. Not only does this method deplete the earthgfq the work of the church. | remain grateful to them
muchneeded trees, it also is quite unhealthy and tifgethat passion and their quiet strength. In the early
consuming for these women. 19608s they met regularly

My responsibilities with this project have involved graduate students at the University of lllinois. | have
transporting materials to the biodigester site, con- warm memories of this group meeting in our living
structing parts of the device, and answering questit?@m, my dad involved in lively discussions, and my
about how they work. | should mention that mom serving delicious treats.

CentreMonteiro, PB Cep
58.506000 Brazil
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Happy 45th Birthday,
FMCI!

Let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and
good deeds. Let us not give up
meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another 2 and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.

2 Hebrews 10:24-25




