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FMC All Church Retreat:  
Building a Peace Toolbox 

Phyllis Croisant 
At school, Claire stands quietly but 
does not recite the Pledge of Alle-
giance along with her classmates. 
Joanie, whose Dad is serving in Iraq, 
notices this and confronts Claire during recess. She 
asks Claire if she is a Communist and says she is going 
to make sure that none of the other girls play with 
Claire. 

In Coffee & Conversation class, Sylvia and Elaine get 
into a heated discussion about universal health care. 
Elaine leaves the class feeling that she was unfairly put 
down and that her opinion was not respected. 

Dribbling the ball toward the goal, Jason spurts past 
Andy and boots the ball into the goal. Turning toward 
Andy, Jason pounds his chest boastfully and does an 
"in your face" celebration dance. 

On the second day of the Mennonite USA conference 
in Columbus, Thomas decides to support Pink 
Menno by wearing a pink T-shirt. On the way to a 
session, he is confronted by three people who shout 
Bible verses, and call him a fag.  

 Conflict and confrontation are an inescapable part of 
our daily lives. Is your peace toolbox well-equipped 
with the tools needed to handle these and other 
situations? On September 18th and 19th participants in 
the FMC All Church Retreat will be able to acquire 

and practice some effective ―tools‖ that help folks 
relate with others in a peaceful way. 

Sneak Preview 
So what is planned for our time at the 4-H Camp at 
Allerton Park in Monticello? Here’s a sneak preview: 

After checking in Friday between 5 and 6 PM and 
having a yummy dinner in the dining hall, we will 
begin the retreat with a short worship service. Then 
the fun begins as we have a big campfire complete 
with singing, skits, story-telling, drumming, and  
Some-Mores! (If you’re not familiar with ―some-
mores,‖ speak with one of our summer Menno Haven 
campers.) The campfire will be followed by free time 
for playing games and visiting before hitting the 
bunks. 

Saturday breakfast is at 8 AM, followed by another 
short worship service. An all-church session on the 
process of ―Agreeing & disagreeing in love‖ offers an 
opportunity for participants to add a peace tool to 
their personal toolboxes. Following this will be break-
out sessions with focus on 1) Being a peace-maker & 
CO during wartime, 2) Peace at school, 3) Praying for 
peace, 4) Active listening, and 5) Circle process for 
conflict resolution. Each of these sessions will be 
repeated twice, so you will be able to add two new 
tools to your toolbox. 

Saturday afternoon will feature sessions on 1) Peace-
making in the community, 2) Peaceable sports play, 3) 
the Arts in peace-making, and 4) Crafting for peace. 
And, of course, there will be time for nature walks, 
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drumming circle, singing, story circle, volleyball, 
kickball, & other games. Most sessions are inter-
generational, but childcare will be provided for our 
youngest participants. This retreat to a beautiful 
wooded setting is designed to give FMCers effective 
tools for interacting with others in our church family, 
and with folks in our community and the broader 
world. Please try to attend!  

Pursue peace with everyone. (Hebrews 12:14) 

Associate Pastor Search Committee 

Bob King 

A search committee for the Associate Pastor position 
has been formed.  Members accepting this appoint-
ment are Laurel Matthews, chair, Sheryl Dyck, Bob 
King, Thom Moore, Sarah Lubienski, and Janet 
Rasmussen, ex officio. We met for the first time on 
Wednesday, July 29 with Central District Conference 
(CDC) minister, Lois Kaufman, to review guidelines 
for the search committee and to explore ways the 
conference can support and assist us.  Committee 
members would ask for your prayers and support as 
we embark on this process.  We hope to balance the 
need for confidentiality with periodic updates to keep 
you informed of our progress.  Our next organiza-
tional meeting is tentatively set for August 25. 

July Council Notes 

Deb Sutter 

I have been requested to share a little of our council 
meetings for the Vine each month.  If you have any 
questions or comments about our discussion, feel  
free to talk to a council member (Kate Falk,  
Sheree Flannigan, Steve Rayburn, Peter Dyck, Mary 
Biddle, Dan Schreiber, Deb Sutter, Pastor Cindy, 
Pastor Janet, and treasurers Cynthia and Emerson 
Nafziger.). 

Council met on July 15.  For our focus time, Dan 
Schreiber shared from an article about the difference 
between ―loving good‖ and ―hating evil‖ – and 
interesting distinction which I had never thought 
about but which can be important in how we live – 
think about it!  The articles gave examples of when 
Jesus chose to love good.      

Council received good news about the apartment 
building.  Six of the eight apartments are now rented 
for the fall.  We have recently switched management 
of the apartments. 

The Search Committee will officially begin their work 
on July 29 at a meeting with Central District Confer-
ence Minister Lois Kaufmann.  Do pray for Sheryl 
Dyck, Bob King, Sarah Lubienski, Laurel Matthews 
and Thom Moore as they work and for God’s leading 
in the process.   

Pastor Janet and Council are beginning to look at the 
formation of a worship committee or worship team 
who will be involved with worship planning and 
implementation, probably beginning work for Advent 
worship. 

There was initial discussion about whether continuing 
to relate to both conferences (Illinois Conference and 
Central District Conference) is the best use of the 
time, money, and energy of our Pastors and delegates. 

A one-year informal evaluation of Pastor Janet af-
firmed the giftedness and the giving spirit of Pastor 
Janet while encouraging her to relax a little in her 
management style.  We are indeed thankful to have 
Pastor Janet and appreciate her interesting sermons, 
her creative ideas, her caring presence, and her enthu-
siastic love for God and for First Mennonite Church. 

Chicago Mennonite Learning Center 

Excerpts from a Letter from the President of the 
Board of Directors, Sueann VonGunten 

[FMC members on the Board of Directors for the 
Chicago Mennonite Learning Center are Michelle 
Crockett and Christopher Lubienski] 

This year has been a year of hopes and disappoint-
ments but we have continued to feel God’s presence 
in helping us further discern the future of our mission 
in Chicago. In this letter, we will summarize the year 
and inform you of our current status. 

On June 19, 2009, the Chicago Mennonite Learning 
Center (CMLC) began a two-year lease with Academy 
for Global Citizenship, a Chicago contract school. 
Contract schools are one focus of a Chicago Public 
School emphasis on school improvement, Renais-
sance 2010. 
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The Board is pleased that our excellent library has 
been transferred to Mennonite Hopi Mission School 
in Arizona. Many of our other items were sold to 
churches, social service agencies and Christian schools 
in Chicago metro area. 

With a two-year resolution of the property, the Board 
of Directors will now focus on the process of plan-
ning for the future direction of CMLC in metro 
Chicago. One of the goals is a reconfiguration of the 
CMLC Board of Directors to include a broad repre-
sentation of the Chicago metropolitan Mennonites. 
Please contact us with names of persons who have a 
heart for mission in Chicago. The question continues, 
―To what is God calling us in the Chicago area?‖ 

Our current financial reserves are minimal. We con-
tinue to service our $125,000 debt, which was accrued 
over several school years. 

The Board welcomes continued donations, which will 
reduce our debt and move us forward. Your prayers 
and conversations about the future mission are most 
welcomed. 

In God’s grace and love,  
Sueann VonGunten 

Vigil for Reform at  
Tamms Supermax Prison 

Conrad Wetzel 

A Vigil for Reform at Tamms Supermax Prison was 
held on the evening of Thursday, July 16, at the empty 
lot of First Mennonite Church. Quaker, Muslim, 
Lutheran, Brethren, Mennonite, and other friends 
delivered individual prayers for the welfare of the 
prisoners, for the families of prisoners, and for the 
safety of the correctional officers. Names of the 
current 245 Tamms prisoners were read aloud, and 
several local leaders gave brief speeches on the needed 
reforms at Tamms Supermax. Large banners were 
raised at the corner of Springfield and Lincoln ave-
nues, designed by Esther Portnoy of St. Andrew's 
Lutheran Church and beautifully colored by children 
from the local Mosque. The banners read: "Long-term 
Solitary Confinement Is Cruel." The planning com-
mittee for the Vigil consisted of Barbara Kessel 
(Quaker,) Esther Portnoy (Lutheran,) Naeem Sheikh 
(Muslim,) and Conrad Wetzel (Mennonite.) 

The Vigil at First Mennonite Church was one of a 
number of vigils on the same date across the state 
of Illinois calling for reform at Tamms Supermax, 
as communities of faith came together:  

  to pray for a fair and just solution to the crisis at 
Tamms supermax prison;  

 to pray that all mentally ill prisoners are relieved 
of their anguish, and given treatment and compas-
sion;  

 to pray that former and current Tamms prisoners 
may transform their isolation into fellowship and 
solidarity with others; 

  to pray for the safety, peace and well-being of all 
correctional officers and staff, prisoners, and 
families impacted by violence and incarceration.  

Tamms Supermax Prison 

In 1998, the first prisoners were transferred from 
prisons across the state to Tamms Supermax, in 
Southern Illinois. This new ―supermax‖ prison, 
designed to keep men in permanent solitary confine-
ment, was intended for short-term incarceration. The 
Illinois Department of Corrections called it a one-year 
―shock treatment.‖ Now, eleven years later, over one-
third of the original prisoners have been there for 
over a decade. They have lived in long-term isola-
tion—no phone calls, no communal activity, no 
contact visits. They only leave the cell to exercise 
alone in a concrete box two to five times per week. 
They are fed through a slot in the door. Suicide 
attempts, self-mutilation, and severe mental illness are 
common at Tamms—this is an expected consequence 
of the harsh punishment of long-term isolation. 

Incarceration at Tamms Supermax was approved by 
the Illinois legislature as a short-term ―shock-
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treatment‖ program for men already in prison, who 
cause harm to guards or other inmates. Instead, 
Tamms has become a warehouse and a human rights 
disaster: 

 One-third of the population has lived in this 
extreme solitary confinement since the prison 
opened almost 11 years ago.  

 There are no clear procedures for being trans-
ferred to Tamms and there is no way to earn your 
way out.  

 Most prisoners in Tamms do not deserve to be 
there for this lengthy period. Many were not 
placed in Tamms for acts of violence, and have 
not had disciplinary problems at Tamms.  

 Long-term isolation creates barriers for successful 
reentry to society, or to other prisons, where these 
prisoners will return.  

 There is no correctional justification for placing 
seriously mentally ill men in a supermax for extra 
punishment. 

Tamms Year Ten 

Tamms Year Ten is a coalition of prisoners, ex-
prisoners, families, artists and other concerned citi-
zens who have come together to protest the mis-
guided and inhumane policies at Tamms C-MAX, and 
to call for an end to psychological torture. We have 
initiated a program of cultural, educational and politi-
cal events to publicize Tamms after eleven years of 
operation. To learn more about Tamms Year Ten, 
visit their website at: www.yearten.org/ 

Proposed legislation for reform at  
Tamms Supermax 

Rep. Julie Hamos of Evanston has proposed House 
Bill 2263, also endorsed by Rep. Naomi Jakobsson, 
which seeks to end indefinite sentences of solitary 
confinement at Tamms and establish clear criteria for 
deciding who should be transferred there. The bill will 
establish the following: 

1. Prisoners can only be sent to Tamms if they assault 
(or attempt to assault) guards or other prisoners, 
escape from custody, or otherwise seriously disrupt 
prison operations. 
2. Prisoners must be told why they are being sent to 

Tamms and be given a fair hearing. 
3. Prisoners will not remain at Tamms for more than 
one year, unless transferring them back would endan-
ger the safety of staff or other prisoners.  
4. Prisoners with a serious mental illness will not be 
sent to Tamms. 

To learn how you can become involved in reform at 
Tamms Supermax, including a petition that individu-
als and organizations can sign in support of reform, 
visit: www.juliehamos.org/tamms. 

Who’s New at FMC 

Brian Sauder 

Interviewed by Kaye Massanari 

Kaye: Brian, I don’t know 
very much about you, so I 
look forward to this 
opportunity to get to know 
you better. I know that you 
are a student, that you are 
involved in the EcoEcu-
menical Garden Project, 
and, from the Return to the 
Earth Sunday School class, I know that you took a course with 
Professor James Treat. What is your area of study and what 
degree are you working toward? 

Brian: Kaye, I appreciate you taking the time to 
interview me.  I hope this opportunity will allow me 
to get to know others better at FMC as well. 

I graduated with my Bachelor of Science in Natural 
Resources and Environmental Sciences at the U of I 
in 2007.  After graduation, I began working at T.I.S. 
Bookstore, where I continue working full-time today 
as the Assistant Textbook Manager.  Also after 
graduation, I began working part-time on my Master 
of Arts and Religion at Urbana Theological Seminary.  
I plan to complete this degree by the end of this year. 

Kaye: What inspired you to pursue your field of interest? 

Brian: The intersection of two fields, Religion and 
Ecology, has been my focus for many years now.  I’m 
not sure how this interest developed, but I did spend 
my formative years as a youth exploring acres of 
woodland that was accessible from our family’s 
backyard.  I’ve always had trouble connecting my 
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cathedral experiences in the woods with my dry experi-
ences in church on Sundays.  I think, perhaps, it is the 
renewal of this connection that has inspired me to 
pursue my field of interest. 

Kaye: Once you have completed your degree, what is your dream 
job and in what part of the world would you like that job to be? 

Brian: After December, I’ll be leaving T.I.S. and 
hopefully will be working full-time on a job related to 
my interest in Religion and Ecology.  Faith in Place 
(http://www.faithinplace.org/), a non-for-profit in 
Chicago, has approached me with an interest in merg-
ing EcoEcumenical into a down state office for Faith 
in Place, and we are currently working on those details.  
A full time job working for an organization like Faith 
in Place would be a dream come true! 

Kaye: Was the class that you took with James Treat connected 
with your area of study? If so, how? And if not, how did you 
happen to take that course? 

Brian: I took Indigenous Ecologies last Fall Semester with 
Professor Treat for graduate credit.  Because of the 
course’s relevancy towards my interests, Urbana 
Theological Seminary counted it as an elective for my 
program. 

Kaye: How did you get involved with the garden project? 

Brian: The garden in the vacant lot is one of four 
community garden projects that I am currently in-
volved with in town.  These gardens are a part of 
EcoEcumenical’s (www.ecoecumenical.org) efforts to 
bring people together of different faiths to discuss 
ecological responsibility.  Not only do gardens provide 
numerous lessons and analogies to spiritual growth, 
but they also give opportunity to get outside and build 
a deeper relationship with the land.  EcoEcumenical 
started three gardens this spring at three different sites:  
FMC; The Women’s Fund, and The Center for 
Women in Transition.  EcoEcumenical also helps out 
at the Catholic Worker House’s garden.  Volunteers 
from our group visit the garden sites regularly to water 
and weed.  All the produce goes directly to the kitch-
ens at the other three sites.  EcoEcumenical hopes to 
continue these garden projects in the future, as well as 
continue to expand to other projects that are relevant 
to bringing people together of different faiths to 
discuss ecological responsibility. 

Kaye: Are you from this area? How did you happen to come to 
the University of Illinois? 

Brian: I am from the small farming community of 
Tremont - just south of Peoria, IL.  I came to the U of 
I because of my interest in environmental science. 

Kaye: How did you find out about FMC? How long have you 
been coming to FMC, and what things do you enjoy about 
FMC? 

Brian: I first learned of FMC through Conrad, who I 
met at the June 2008 STEWARDship Workshop 
(www.stewardshipworkshop.org).  Since then I have 
been coming regularly as my schedule permits.  Since 
I’m somewhat leery of organized church, I usually 
sneak in and out of the back, but as I have grown 
accustom to the faces and worship service, I have 
enjoyed my time more and more at FMC. 

Kaye: I’m not sure if students have spare time…but, if you do, 
what kinds of things do you enjoy, what hobbies or interests do 
you have? 

Brian: I enjoy reading; Wendell Berry is one of many 
authors I enjoy.  I also like to get outdoors as much as 
possible. 

Kaye: If you had the opportunity to spend time with anyone in 
the world, someone who is alive now, or someone in history, who 
would that person be and why? What kinds of things would you 
want to talk to her/him about? 

Brian: In honor of his recent passing away, I would 
have enjoyed sitting down and listening to Robert 
McNamara talk about his life.  Here is a brilliant man 
who applied himself to the greatest of opportunities, 
and then later in life was unbearably guilty for his 
actions. I think the lessons of his life are prophetic in 
our day, and if I would have been afforded the oppor-
tunity to talk with him, then I would have simply asked 
for his advice and comments on life, politics, peace, 
and war. 

Kaye: Is there one thing that you would like people at FMC to 
know about you? 

Brian: I have a deep respect for FMC and everyone I 
have met here thus far.  My busy schedule, which is a 
combination of full-time work, school, and EcoEcu-
menical, will continue through the end of this year, but 
I hope to attend and participate in FMC’s service as 
much as possible during this time.  To join together in 
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worship of our Creator with a group like FMC is a 
great privilege for me, and one that I do not take 
lightly, and an opportunity for which I give thanks 
daily. 

Kaye: Brian, thanks so much for taking the time to let us get to 
know you better. And again, best wishes for your future as you 
work on details with Faith in Place.  

MCC: CARING IN THE  
NAME OF CHRIST 

Pastor Janet 

Several times a year, you find in your church mailbox 
the magazine A Common Place.  This publication pre-
sents projects and news from Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC), the relief and development agency 
sponsored by the Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
churches in Canada and the United States. 

MCC was started by Mennonites in 1920 to help 
alleviate the famine in Russia.  Today it has numerous 
volunteers working in North America and countries 
around the world. MCC seeks to demonstrate God's 
love by working among people suffering from poverty, 
conflict, oppression and natural disaster. MCC strives 
for peace, justice and the dignity of all people by 
sharing experiences, resources and faith in Jesus Christ.  

This month, MCC will be coming to FMC by way of 
personal stories and testimonies.  Our congregation is 
also invited to take part in MCC’s major fundraising 
initiative in our region—the annual Arthur Relief Sale.   

Holly Nelson and Joel Krehbiel who spent the past 
year on MCC assignments in Mozambique and Brazil 
recently returned to the States.  They will be sharing 
their international volunteer experiences with our 
young adult fellowship.  Holly has returned to Cham-
paign-Urbana; Joel is back in his native Kansas but will 
visit FMC the weekend of August 16. 

Roy Jiménez, MCC Great Lakes regional associate for 
Illinois and Wisconsin, will be our preacher on August 
23.  His message will help us appreciate the lives that 
are transformed thanks to the generosity of volunteers 
and purchases at the relief sale auctions and sale 
booths. Last year’s sale netted more than $80,000 for 

MCC, 20% of which was directed toward needs in our 
local area. 

In worship on Sunday, August 30, we will welcome 
Amanda Guldemond, who coordinates the Sister 
Church program in Colombia on behalf of MCC and 
Justapaz.  Amanda will update us on the situation in 
Colombia.  She stays in close touch with Pastor Israel 
at our sister church, El Divino Redentor.  While in 
town, Amanda will meet with the Sister Church com-
mittee and also plans to check out the relief sale in 
Arthur. 

The Relief Sale will take place at the Otto Center in 
Arthur on Friday evening, August 28 and Saturday, 
August 29.  For first-timers and repeat visitors, the sale 
is a fun outing. Admire the handmade quilts, furniture, 
and other auction items and, if you are able, enter the 
spirited auction.  Sample the exquisite homemade 
treats and meals.  Purchase a coffee ring for the 
freezer.  Actually, purchase two, so that one makes it 
into the freezer!  Browse the 10,000 Villages exhibit. 
Take a turn staffing FMC’s book booth.  Watch the 
kids enjoy their special activities.  To volunteer or find 
out more, contact Cynthia Nafziger.   

To learn more about MCC, check out their website 
(www.mcc.org). 

Teaching Opportunities in  
Jakarta, Indonesia 

Pastor Janet 

Flying from Asuncion, Paraguay to Sao Paolo, Brazil at 
the conclusion of Mennonite World Conference, I 
visited with a member of the MWC Executive Com-
mittee, Mr. Eddy Sutjipto from Indonesia. Eddy and 
his wife Daisy recruit teachers of English to come for 
one or two years to Jakarta, to teach full-time (with 
payment) in local schools. Housing is provided along 
with connection with the local Mennonite church. The 
academic year runs from July to June; recruitment is 
underway for 2010-11. This is an especially attractive 
opportunity for young adults who would like an 
overseas placement. Interested persons may contact 
Mrs. Sutjipto at daisydianasari@gmail.com 
<mailto:daisydianasari@gmail.com>. 
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Of Margins and Mennos 

Gordon Oyer 

Attending the MC USA assembly in Columbus last 
month strengthened one of my convictions about our 
faith and culture: Mennonites belong at the margins.  

But as this conviction grows, so does frustration. 
Though we sometimes flirt with the margins, think 
about the margins, or talk to the margins, day-to-day 
most of us work pretty hard to keep ourselves (and our 
institutions) away from them. Including me. 

Over the past several decades, North American Men-
nonites have taken large strides to escape the percep-
tion of being marginal. In World War II we learned 
how alternative service could reconcile conflicting 
images as contributing, patriotic citizens on one hand 
and faithful Mennonite Christians on the other. Invest-
ing in our boards, agencies, institutions let us move 
and shake with the (pick your favorite) liberal mainline 
Protestant/conservative evangelical crowd whose 
relevance and credibility we coveted. As our economic 
lives went main stream, we could drop a comment 
about CPS sacrifice or a check to some Mennonite 
service/mission outfit to reassure that our prime 
loyalty was not of this world. 

In many ways, this has been a good and healthy adap-
tation. We can engage and influence many who would 
not have taken us seriously as conversation partners a 
century ago. Wealth applied creatively and from the 
heart can save lives, relieve suffering, and move moun-
tains. A little cash and credibility can go a long way 
when invested at the margins. 

But all too often preserving and maintaining our 
success runs into tension with needs at the margins, 
and here we often struggle. Harboring unwanted aliens 
can carry legal (and financial) consequences. Welcom-
ing LGBTs can alienate and drive away the financial 
base that sustains our institutional edifices. Civil 
disobedience may cost our tax-exempt status. Living 
and investing in declining neighborhoods impairs our 
home equity and looks just plain weird to the guys in 
the office.  

Notice any themes? Engaging the margins rarely builds 
institutional endowments or enhances retirement 
portfolios. So why would I think Mennos belong 

there? One simple (and some may think trite) answer: 
Jesus hung out there more than anywhere, and if we 
follow him, we’ll end up there, too. 

Another would be to claim that it’s part of our Ana-
baptist birthright. Interpreting ―Anabaptist origins‖ 
runs the gamut from spiritual revelation to materialist 
determinism. An explanation that fails to take seriously 
aspects of both is probably wrong.  

In The German Peasant’s War and Anabaptist Community of 
Goods, historian James M. Stayer explores the relation-
ship between the ideals of the Peasants’ War and the 
rise of Anabaptism. Though few peasant warriors 
turned Anabaptist, the geographic overlay of uprisings 
and Anabaptist growth is hard to dismiss. Stayer 
suggests that both movements tapped the same well of 
economic frustration and marginalization, and that the 
economic component of incipient Anabaptism—based 
in the Acts 2/4 model of wealth redistribution—
inspired converts at least as much as did its spiritual 
vision. Hence, perhaps Anabaptists belong wherever 
people need to hear the Good News that God wants 
enough food for all. 

What has all this to do with the assembly at Colum-
bus? For me, it connects with conversations about the 
―new monastic‖ phenomenon. This movement con-
sists of intentional Christian communities that choose 
to live among the poor. These mostly young followers 
maintain disciplined commitments to each other and 
ongoing commitments to love, live, and serve their 
marginal neighbors. They spurn institutional links, but 
willingly partner with the formal church to address 
specific needs that arise.  

At Columbus, Shane Claiborne—the movement’s 
leading apostle—addressed both youth and adults. The 
(Mennonite) leader of a newly forming community in 
Minneapolis offered a workshop on ―Punks, Monks, 
and Radicals: Embodying the Gospel in the shadow of 
empire.‖ Their abandon, lack of economic self-interest, 
and indifference to institutional loyalties elicited a 
haunting sense that I may have been listening to 
replays of Anabaptist conversations from nearly 500 
years past. Their messages also reminded me of discus-
sion groups at the local Catholic Worker house over 
the past three or so years. 
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I also learned more about our denomination’s Inter-
Church Relations efforts to woo new monastics in 
recent years, seeking ways to connect. This has led to 
use of nearby MCC facilities as a place of ―retreat‖ for 
Claiborne’s Philadelphia community. It has also led to 
conversations about more closely plugging Mennonite 
Voluntary Service efforts into new monastic/Catholic 
Worker networks. 

Seeking to build these links relies on a couple of key 
assumptions. One involves letting go of an ―institution
-building‖ mentality. A second involves simply 
―relating‖ as a primary value. The implications seem 
huge. Acting on these assumptions releases us from a 
compulsion to bring new monastics into the institu-
tional fold, baptizing them as part of ―us.‖ We meet 
them where they are, finding ways our institutional 
base and credibility can enhance their mission—or 
rather their work to live out God’s mission—though it 
may never directly enhance ours.  Success is measured 
by the growing influence of a discipleship of peace, not 
the number of members we have or donations we 
generate. 

A third assumption might be that though these rela-
tionships may not enhance our institutional base they 
may nurture (save?) our collective institutional soul. At 
least that’s one of my assumptions. They can help pull 
us back from an obsession with meeting cultural 
expectations and coax us closer to the margins.  Not 
the margins of isolation and self-preservation that 
made us the ―quiet in the land‖—that path may have 
kept us from inflicting harm on some, but it also kept 
us from offering healing and hope to others. These 
relationships instead coax us toward the margins of 
engagement, where risks may prove great but—
again—where Jesus tends to hang out.  

First Mennonite of CU has already found some ways 
to model these assumptions, I think. Our connection 
with the mosque expands peace-building relationships 
with those (some might consider) at the margins, 
rather than expands our institutional base.  Our work 
with El Divino Redentor would be another, and we 
might cite other examples of face-to-face marginal 
engagement. I suspect and hope more opportunities 
will blossom for us to choose tangible marginal rela-
tionships here and now over institutional safety. May 
God continue to offer them, and may we follow them 
to the places we belong. 

Birthday Song to Janet 

by Mel Fros  

(To the tune of, ñI love to go a-wanderingò) 

Sheôs got a birthday, this fine gal 
The one I know so well. 
Sheôs one year older than she was 
So says her husband, Mel! 
Vallerie, yes ja! Believe me, I know her-so-well, 
Vallerie, vallera,  
This sweet and cheerful gal! 

They say that age is youth-turned-gray 
But she proves it ainôt so! 
She wears her years with ageless grace 
From top-of-head to toe. 
Vallerie, yes ja!  
Come hither and see-for-your-self 
Sheôs as youthful as ever 
How could it-be-other-wise?! 

The girl of whom I sing today 
This gal with not a care. 
Now celebrates the passing of time, 
With Toroôs dinner fare. 
She orders a burrito 
A fajitta so chiquitta and bonitta! 
An enchilada, a tostada 
And a glass of wine, not-a-beer!  

The waiters and waitresses,  
They gather all around. 
They sing ñHappy birthdayò with thick accents 
As only in Mexico a-bound. 
Amazing! Good gracious! 
Whatôs happening, itôs a blur-r-r-r! 
It is all rather funny 
The fuss they make of her!  

Oh, may the years sheôs granted yet 
Bless our sweet Janet fair! 
May gladness fill each coming day, 
And banish every care! 
Letôs cheer her, for sheôs one year 
Older today, hurray(?)  
Shake her hand, wish-her-well 
Our woman-of-the-year! 
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