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Enough  for All
Ex o d u s  16

Fi r s t  Me n n o n i t e  Ch u r c h
Oc t o b e r  5,  2008

Ja n e t  El a i n e  Ra s m u s s e n

Sa t u r d a y  mo r n i n g s ,  wh e n  I wa l k  th r o u g h  the  Fa r m e r s  Ma r k e t  wi t h  my  ca n v a s  sho p p i n g  
ba g s ,  I ca n  ge t  ca r r i e d  aw a y .   Th e  fre s h  fru i t s  an d  ve g e t a b l e s  at t r a c t  me  wi t h  the i r  
vi b r a n t  co l o r s  an d  the  pr o m i s e  of  de l i c i o u s  ea t i n g .   In  the  ba c k  of  my  mi n d  is  al s o  the  
na g g i n g  tho u g h t  tha t  pe a c h  an d  sw e e t  co r n  se a s o n  wo n’ t  las t  mu c h  lon g e r .   Th i s  
com b i n a t i o n  of  pu l l  an d  pu s h — p o s i t i v e  an d  ne g a t i v e  dy n a m i c s — r e n d e r s  me  vu l n e r a b l e  
to  ov e r- pu r c h a s i n g  fo r  my  sin g l e- pe r s o n  ho u s e h o l d .   Du r i n g  the  we e k  I so m e t i m e s  ha v e  
to  sc r a m b l e  to  en s u r e  tha t  foo d  do e s n ’ t  sp o i l .   

Th e  Am i s h  ba k e d  go o d s  as i d e  . . . mo s t  of  the  thi n g s  I fal l  for  at  the  op e n- ai r  ma r k e t  
ha v e  low  ca l o r i c  imp a c t  an d  hi g h  nu t r i t i o n a l  va l u e .   Th a n k  go o d n e s s!    Th e  se d u c t i o n s  of  
the  sup e r m a r k e t  are  so m e t h i n g  el s e  ag a i n .    A  pe r s o n  ha s  to  wo r k  ha r d  to  di s c e r n  
nu t r i t i o n a l  va l u e ,  ch e c k i n g  the  bo l d  ad v e r t i s i n g  cla i m s  ag a i n s t  the  fin e  pr i n t  on  lab e l s .  
An d  cle v e r  di s p l a y s  an d  sa l e s  tac t i c s  lur e  us  to  bu y  mo r e  tha n  we  ne e d — i n s t e a d  of  one  
pa c k a g e ,  ten for $10.  If  yo u’ r e  lik e  me ,  yo u  of t e n  lea v e  the  sto r e  wi t h  so m e  
un a n t i c i p a t e d  item  or  qu a n t i t y .   I’m  a  su c k e r  for  ba r g a i n s .

It’s  a  gr e a t  lux u r y  to  ac q u i r e  mo r e  foo d  tha n  is  imm e d i a t e l y  ne e d e d  for  my  su s t e n a n c e .  
Th a n k s  to  the  ref r i g e r a t o r- fre e z e r  we  tak e  fo r  gr a n t e d  in  ou r  No r t h  Am e r i c a n  ho m e s ,  I 
can  sto c k p i l e  pe r i s h a b l e  foo d s .   My  ro o m y  cup b o a r d s  ea s i l y  ho l d  mu l t i p l e  kin d s  of  
ce r e a l  an d  sou p  an d  pa s t a .   

Bu t  the  ba s i c  pa r a m e t e r s  fo r  ho w  mu c h  an y  of  us  br i n g s  ho m e  fro m  the  sup e r m a r k e t  or  
far m e r s  ma r k e t  are  se t  by  ho w  mu c h  ca s h  or  the  eq u i v a l e n t — L i n k  ca r d  or  cr e d i t  ca r d —
we  ha v e  av a i l a b l e  to  us.   As  a  res u l t ,  som e  pe o p l e  ha v e  fu l l  be l l i e s  ev e r y  da y .   Som e  
pe o p l e  ea t  we l l  at  the  be g i n n i n g  of  the  mo n t h  an d  the n  run  ou t  of  foo d .   Ot h e r s  ar e  
ch r o n i c a l l y  hu n g r y .   Th e  di s p a r i t y  is  gla r i n g .   Th e  di s p a r i t y  is  di s t u r b i n g .   Th e  di s p a r i t y  is  
un b i b l i c a l .

In  the  ex t r e m i t y  of  the  de s e r t  wi l d e r n e s s ,  Go d  sho w e d  the  He b r e w  pe o p l e  a  dif f e r e n t  
sta n d a r d  fo r  foo d  dis t r i b u t i o n  an d  con s u m p t i o n .   

Th i s  bo w l  [hol d  up]  be l o n g e d  to  my  gr a n d m o t h e r .   It’s  rou g h l y  the  ca p a c i t y  of  an  omer, 
th e  me a s u r e m e n t  ref e r e n c e d  in  Ex o d u s  cha p t e r  16.   Th i s  mu c h ,  ab o u t  2  qu a r t s  dr y  
me a s u r e ,  wa s  the  da i l y  po r t i o n  of  ma n n a  de s i g n a t e d  fo r  ea c h  me m b e r  of  a  ho u s e h o l d .  
I’m  pl a c i n g  the  bo w l  wh e r e  yo u  ca n  se e  it  as  we  en g a g e  thi s  re m a r k a b l e  tex t.

W h a t  mi r a c l e s  do  we  en c o u n t e r  in  the  st o r y  of  ma n n a  in  the  de s e r t?   Ty p i c a l l y ,  we  foc u s  
on  the  mi r a c l e  of  the  de s e r t  pr o d u c i n g  foo d  wh e n  it  ap p e a r e d  tha t  no  foo d  wa s  to  be  
fou n d .   
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Th i s  wa s  su c h  hi g h l y  un u s u a l  foo d  tha t  it  wa s  no t  re c o g n i z e d  by  the  pe o p l e ,  as  ve r s e  15  
sa y s :   “Whe n  the  Isr a e l i t e s  sa w  it,  the y  sa i d  to  on e  an o t h e r ,  ‘Wh a t  is  it?’  Fo r  the y  did  
no t  kno w  wh a t  it  wa s .”   Th u s  the  na m e  “man n a”  fro m  the  He b r e w  mān hû  (wh a t  is  it? ). 
Mo s e s  tel l s  the m ,  “It  is  the  bre a d  tha t  the  LO R D  ha s  gi v e n  you  to  ea t.”

A t  th i s  po i n t ,  the  Isr a e l i t e s  ha v e  be e n  in  the  wi l d e r n e s s  fo r  six  we e k s ,  sin c e  the i r  
dr a m a t i c  cr o s s i n g  of  the  Re d  Se a  an d  es c a p e  fro m  Ph a r a o h ’ s  arm y .   Th e y  ha v e  
ex h a u s t e d  the  foo d  su p p l i e s  the y  hu r r i e d l y  br o u g h t  wi t h  the m  fro m  Eg y p t .   As  the i r  
hu n g e r  mo u n t s ,  the y  gro w  un d e r s t a n d a b l y  an x i o u s .   Th e y  ev e n  st a r t  se c o n d- gu e s s i n g  
the  es c a p e  fro m  bo n d a g e .   Wh y ,  in  Eg y p t ,  the y  sa y ,  we  at e  ou r  fil l  of  bre a d!    

Th e i r  fea r f u l  no s t a l g i a  is  ex a g g e r a t e d ;  ye t  br e a d  wa s  ind e e d  a  sig n i f i c a n t  cu r r e n c y  in  
an c i e n t  Eg y p t .   Wo r k e r s  we r e  pa i d  in  br e a d .   Eg y p t i a n  so l d i e r s  re c e i v e d  a  ra t i o n  of  fou r  
po u n d s  of  bre a d  a  da y .   An d  bre a d  wa s  pl a c e d  in  tom b s  of  the  we a l t h y  to  be  av a i l a b l e  in  
the  af t e r l i f e . 1

Th e  br e a d  of  Eg y p t  wa s  the  br e a d  of  a  hie r a r c h i c a l  an d  un j u s t  so c i e t y ,  a  so c i e t y  of  
ow n e r s  an d  sla v e s ,  of  ric h  an d  po o r ,  of  ru l e r s  tre a t e d  lik e  go d s .   Th e  br e a d  of  Eg y p t  wa s  
the  br e a d  of  em p i r e  an d  ex p l o i t a t i o n .   Th e  pe o p l e  of  Is r a e l  ha v e  be e n  lib e r a t e d  fro m  
Eg y p t .   Th e  br e a d  of  Eg y p t  is  no w  go n e .   In  its  pla c e ,  Go d  of f e r s  the  gi f t  of  a  ne w  kin d  of  
br e a d .   

Go d ’ s  pr o v i s i o n  of  de s e r t  br e a d  fun c t i o n s  qu i t e  di f f e r e n t l y  fro m  the  flo w  of  foo d  thr o u g h  
a  st r a t i f i e d  so c i a l  sy s t e m  dr i v e n  by  we a l t h  an d  po w e r .   Ma n n a  com e s  wi t h  the  de w  ea c h  
mo r n i n g .   It’s  fre e l y  av a i l a b l e  to  al l.   Th e r e  is  su f f i c i e n t  su p p l y  for  ev e r y o n e  fo r  ea c h  da y .  
Si n c e  it  sp o i l s ,  it  ca n’ t  be  ho a r d e d  an d  so  the r e  is  no  on g o i n g  tem p t a t i o n  of  gre e d .   

The true miracle of manna is that this bread nurtures a community of equality and a  
culture of enough.  Th e  LO R D  ins t r u c t s  (vers e  16):  “Ga t h e r  as  mu c h  of  it  as  ea c h  of  
you  ne e d s ,  an  om e r  to  a  pe r s o n  ac c o r d i n g  to  the  nu m b e r  of  pe r s o n s ,  al l  pr o v i d i n g  fo r  
tho s e  in  the i r  ow n  ten t s .”   

In  the  be g i n n i n g ,  ho w e v e r ,  som e  ga t h e r e d  mo r e  an d  so m e  les s .   Ye t  wh e n  the  ma n n a  
wa s  me a s u r e d ,  “tho s e  wh o  ga t h e r e d  mu c h  ha d  no t h i n g  ov e r ,  an d  tho s e  wh o  ga t h e r e d  
lit t l e  ha d  no  sho r t a g e ;  the y  ga t h e r e d  as  mu c h  as  ea c h  of  the m  ne e d e d ”  (vers e  18).  In  
ot h e r  wo r d s ,  ma n n a  can’ t  be  ma n i p u l a t e d .   It  is  inh e r e n t l y  jus t.   Th e r e a f t e r  (vers e  21), 
“mo r n i n g  by  mo r n i n g  the y  ga t h e r e d  it,  as  mu c h  as  ea c h  ne e d e d .”  

No w  loo k  ag a i n  at  the  bo w l  I bro u g h t  he r e  th i s  mo r n i n g .   Ima g i n e  ea c h  of  us  ho l d i n g  
su c h  a  bo w l  fil l e d  wi t h  hig h l y- nu t r i t i o u s  foo d ,  se c u r e  in  the  kn o w l e d g e  tha t  we  ha d  
en o u g h  foo d  for  tod a y  an d  tha t  tom o r r o w  wo u l d  br i n g  an  eq u a l  su f f i c i e n c y .   Ima g i n e  
ea c h  of  us  kno w i n g  tha t  no  pe r s o n  in  ou r  com m u n i t y  wo u l d  be  hu n g r y  tod a y  be c a u s e  
ea c h  of  the m ,  too,  ha d  a  fu l l  bo w l .  

1  Do n n a  Si n c l a i r ,  The Spirituality of Bread (Kelo w n a ,  BC:  No r t h s t o n e ,  2007), 51.
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Th e  qu a l i t i e s  of  ma n n a  re i n f o r c e  the  fai t h  les s o n  Go d  int e n d s .   Da i l y  ma n n a  tea c h e s  
tru s t  in  the  on e  tru e  Go d .   Da i l y  ma n n a  sa y s ,  do n ’ t  wo r r y  ab o u t  tom o r r o w .   Da i l y  ma n n a  
tre a t s  ev e r y o n e  the  sam e  an d  el i m i n a t e s  com p e t i t i o n  for  lif e- giv i n g  no u r i s h m e n t .    Da i l y  
ma n n a  ch a s e s  aw a y  gre e d  an d  jea l o u s y .    Da i l y  ma n n a  re i n f o r c e s  so l i d a r i t y .   

An o t h e r  qu a l i t y  of  ma n n a  is  de s c r i b e d  in  pa r t  of  the  cha p t e r  we  di d  no t  he a r  rea d  alo u d ,  
na m e l y ,  tha t  ma n n a  ho n o r s  the  Sa b b a t h .   A  do u b l e  po r t i o n  is  av a i l a b l e  on  the  six t h  da y  
an d  no n e  on  the  se v e n t h  da y ,  thu s  en a b l i n g  the  pe o p l e  to  res t  on  the  Sa b b a t h  an d  
en j o y  the  foo d  pre p a r e d  the  da y  be f o r e .

As  wi t h  ot h e r  tes t s  the  Isr a e l i t e s  fac e  wh i l e  wa n d e r i n g  the  de s e r t ,  ma n n a  sc h o o l s  the  
pe o p l e  in  the  ha b i t s  an d  pr i n c i p l e s  tha t  ma k e  fo r  a  com m u n i t y  of  jus t i c e  an d  pie t y .    So  
tha t  the  les s o n  wi l l  no t  be  for g o t t e n ,  on e  om e r  of  ma n n a — o n e  da i l y  po r t i o n — i s  to  be  
kep t  be f o r e  the  sa c r e d  ar k  of  the  co v e n a n t  as  a  com m e m o r a t i v e  sig n  of  Go d ’ s  sa v i n g  
wo r k  for  fut u r e  ge n e r a t i o n s .   

Wh y  th i s  co m m e m o r a t i v e  ma n n a  did  no t  sp o i l  is  a  qu e s t i o n  wi t h o u t  an  an s w e r ,  al t h o u g h  
we  mi g h t  sp e c u l a t e  tha t  fo r  pu r p o s e s  of  the  Ex o d u s  na r r a t i v e ,  wh e n  the  ma n n a  is  
as s o c i a t e d  wi t h  ho l y  tim e  (the  Sa b b a t h)  an d  ho l y  spa c e  (the  Ar k  of  the  Co v e n a n t),  it  
do e s n ’ t  de c a y .     

Le t  me  sa y  jus t  a  few  wo r d s  ab o u t  the  sc h o l a r l y  ev i d e n c e  fo r  ma n n a .    Th e r e  is  a  na t u r a l  
su b s t a n c e  tha t  for m s  in  the  wi l d e r n e s s  in  the  Si n a i  Pe n i n s u l a .   Wh e n  the  sap  of  the  
tam a r i s k  tre e  is  re l e a s e d  by  an  ins e c t ,  it  fo r m s  a  lig h t- co l o r e d  ba l l  tha t  fa l l s  to  the  
gr o u n d .   Th e  sub s t a n c e  me l t s  in  the  he a t  of  the  da y ,  bu t  the  ba l l s  ca n  be  ga t h e r e d  in  the  
coo l  of  the  mo r n i n g  an d  co o k e d  to  ma k e  a  kin d  of  bre a d .   Th e  foo d  sp o i l s  qu i c k l y .   Its  
tas t e  is  sw e e t .   Th i s  inf o r m a t i o n  co r r e s p o n d s  we l l  wi t h  the  de t a i l s  of f e r e d  in  Ex o d u s  16,  
wh e r e  ma n n a  is  co l l e c t e d  in  the  mo r n i n g  be f o r e  it  me l t s  an d  wh e r e  it  is  sa i d  to  be  ba k e d  
an d  bo i l e d ,  to  re s e m b l e  wh i t e  co r i a n d e r  se e d ,  an d  to  tas t e  lik e  wa f e r s  ma d e  wi t h  ho n e y  
(vers e  31). 2 

Ma n n a  is  on l y  a  wi l d e r n e s s  foo d.   It  ce a s e s  to  be  av a i l a b l e  on c e  the  Is r a e l i t e s  re a c h  the  
Pr o m i s e d  La n d .   In  the  de s e r t ,  ma n n a  no t  on l y  gi v e s  vi t a l  nu t r i t i o n ,  it  al s o  sup p l i e s  
em b o d i e d  kn o w l e d g e  of  Go d ’ s  gr a c i o u s n e s s  an d  Go d ’ s  de s i r e  for  sh a l o m  jus t i c e .  
Pe r h a p s  we  cou l d  th i n k  of  ma n n a  as  br e a d  jus t i c e  wi t h  tra i n i n g  wh e e l s .   Wa l t e r  
Br u e g g e m a n n  pu t s  it  in  a  lof t i e r  wa y :   “The  pr o v i s i o n  for  the  bre a d  be c o m e s  a  mo d e l  fo r  
the  rig h t  di s t r i b u t i o n  of  foo d  an d  a  pa r a d i g m  for  a  co v e n a n t  co m m u n i t y  tha t  is  tru s t f u l l y  
or g a n i z e d  aro u n d  Go d’ s  un f a i l i n g  ge n e r o s i t y .” 3 

Th e  He b r e w  pe o p l e  lat e r  co d i f i e d  in t o  law  pr o v i s i o n s  fo r  ca r i n g  fo r  tho s e  on  the  ma r g i n s ,  
ma n d a t i n g  tha t  ge n e r o s i t y  be  sh o w n  to  ot h e r s  as  the y  ha d  rec e i v e d  via  the  Ex o d u s .  
De u t e r o n o m y  24: 1 9- 22  pr o v i d e s  an  ap t  ex a m p l e  wi t h  re s p e c t  to  foo d :  

2Cf. Nu m b e r s  1 1 : 8 ,  “Th e  pe o p l e  we n t  ar o u n d  an d  ga t h e r e d  it,  gr o u n d  it  in  mi l l s  or  be a t  it  in  mo r t a r s ,  th e n  
bo i l e d  it  in  po t s  an d  ma d e  ca k e s  of  it;  an d  the  tas t e  of  it  wa s  lik e  the  ta s t e  of  ca k e s  ba k e d  wi t h  oil.”
3Wa l t e r  Br u e g g e m a n n ,  “The  Bo o k  of  Ex o d u s ,”  Th e  Ne w  In t e r p r e t e r ’ s  Bi b l e ,  Vo l.  I (Nash v i l l e :  Ab i n g d o n ,  
199 4),  813.
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Wh e n  you  rea p  yo u r  ha r v e s t  in  you r  fie l d  an d  fo r g e t  a  she a f  in  the  fie l d ,  
you  sha l l  no t  go  ba c k  to  ge t  it;  it  sh a l l  be  lef t  for  the  al i e n ,  the  or p h a n ,  an d  
the  wi d o w ,  so  tha t  the  LO R D  you r  Go d  ma y  ble s s  yo u  in  al l  yo u r  
un d e r t a k i n g s .  Wh e n  you  be a t  yo u r  ol i v e  tre e s ,  do  no t  st r i p  wh a t  is  lef t;  it  
sh a l l  be  for  the  al i e n ,  the  or p h a n ,  an d  the  wi d o w .  Wh e n  you  ga t h e r  the  
gr a p e s  of  you r  vin e y a r d ,  do  no t  gle a n  wh a t  is  lef t;  it  sh a l l  be  for  the  al i e n ,  
the  or p h a n ,  an d  the  wi d o w .  Re m e m b e r  tha t  you  we r e  a  sla v e  in  the  lan d  of  
Eg y p t ;  the r e f o r e  I am  com m a n d i n g  yo u  to  do  th i s.

In  the  Ne w  Te s t a m e n t ,  the  Ap o s t l e  Pa u l  re a c h e s  ba c k  to  the  ma n n a  sto r y  to  ma k e  hi s  
ca s e  for  the  yo u n g  Ch r i s t i a n  ch u r c h  in  Co r i n t h ,  Gr e e c e  to  sup p o r t  fin a n c i a l l y  the  
st r u g g l i n g  Ch r i s t i a n s  in  Je r u s a l e m :

2  Co r i n t h i a n s  8:1 3- 15  (NIV):  Ou r  de s i r e  is  no t  tha t  ot h e r s  m i g h t  be  
re l i e v e d  wh i l e  yo u  are  ha r d  pr e s s e d ,  bu t  tha t  the r e  mi g h t  be  eq u a l i t y .  At  
the  pr e s e n t  tim e  you r  ple n t y  wi l l  su p p l y  wh a t  the y  ne e d ,  so  tha t  in  tu r n  
the i r  ple n t y  wi l l  su p p l y  wh a t  yo u  ne e d .  Th e n  the r e  wi l l  be  eq u a l i t y ,  as  it  is  
wr i t t e n :  "He  wh o  ga t h e r e d  mu c h  did  no t  ha v e  too  mu c h ,  an d  he  wh o  
ga t h e r e d  lit t l e  did  no t  ha v e  too  lit t l e ."

As  yo u  can  he a r ,  Pa u l  st r e s s e s  “equ a l i t y”  as  the  go a l  of  sh a r i n g  so  tha t  ba s i c  ne e d s  ar e  
me t .   Isn’ t  th i s  ho w  we  at  FM C  ap p r o a c h  ou r  Si s t e r  Ch u r c h  re l a t i o n s h i p?   Isn’ t  th i s  ho w  
Me n n o n i t e  Ch u r c h  US A  ha s  de t e r m i n e d  it  wi l l  co v e r  he a l t h  ins u r a n c e  for  al l  ch u r c h  
wo r k e r s ?    Th e  chu r c h  pro v i d e s  an  al t e r n a t i v e  wi t n e s s ,  a  di s t r i b u t i o n  sc h e m a  tha t  res t s  
on  tru s t  in  Go d .   

Sc h o l a r  Te r e n c e  Fr e t h e i m  wr i t e s :   “The  inc r e a s i n g  ga p  be t w e e n  ric h  an d  po o r  in  
mo d e r n  so c i e t i e s  is  ce r t a i n l y  in  pa r t  du e  to  the  ho a r d i n g  of  ma n n a .   It  wi t n e s s e s  to  a  
fai l u r e  to  re c o g n i z e  tha t  al l  tha t  we  ha v e  is  du e  to  Go d ’ s  go o d n e s s ,  no t  ou r  ab i l i t y  to  
ga t h e r  ma n n a  be t t e r  tha n  an y o n e  el s e .   Th e  wo r l d  of  Go d ’ s  cre a t i o n ,  inc l u d i n g  the  
di s t r i b u t i o n  of  foo d  res o u r c e s ,  is  to  be  so  st r u c t u r e d  tha t  tho s e  ‘wh o  ga t h e r  lit t l e  ha v e  no  
lac k .’” 4

Th e s e  da y s ,  we  tal k  ab o u t  the  en o r m o u s  ne e d  fo r  foo d  se c u r i t y .   Fo o d  se c u r i t y  me a n s  
tha t  pe o p l e  ha v e  “ass u r e d  ac c e s s  to  en o u g h  nu t r i t i o u s  foo d  to  su s t a i n  an  ac t i v e  an d  
he a l t h y  life.” 5  
Fr a n c e s  Mo o r e  La p p é  of  the  Sm a l l  Pl a n e t  Ins t i t u t e ,  wr i t i n g  in  the  Ju l y  2008  iss u e  of  
Sojourners, no t e s :   “Thr o u g h  the  len s  of  rem a k i n g  po w e r  re l a t i o n s h i p s ,  we  al s o  se e  foo d  
as  a  rig h t  of  ci t i z e n s h i p ,  on e  no w  ins c r i b e d — e i t h e r  fo r  al l  ci t i z e n s  or  for  ch i l d r e n — i n  22  
na t i o n a l  co n s t i t u t i o n s .  We  kno w  ho w  to  ma k e  thi s  rig h t  re a l .”  6

4 Te r e n c e  E.  Fr e t h e i m ,  Exodus . In t e r p r e t a t i o n  Bi b l e  Co m m e n t a r y  (Lou i s v i l l e :  Jo h n  Kn o x ,  199 1),  186.
5“Ke y  Hu n g e r  Te r m s ,”  Br e a d  fo r  th e  Wo r l d  we b s i t e ,  ww w . b r e a d . o r g .
6 Fra n c e s  Mo o r e  La p p é ,  “Th e  Sh o r t a g e  Isn’t  Fo o d ,  It’s  De m o c r a c y ,”  Sojourners, Ju l y  2008,  18.
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Th e  pr o v i s i o n  of  da i l y  ma n n a  ga v e  the  Is r a e l i t e s  foo d  se c u r i t y .  Al o n g  wi t h  en o u g h  
nu t r i t i o n  fo r  al l,  it  fos t e r e d  rig h t  re l a t i o n s h i p s  am o n g  pe o p l e .  An d  ye t,  as  we  kno w  fro m  
the  bib l i c a l  rec o r d ,  the  bl e s s i n g  of  ma n n a  did  no t  sq u a s h  the  com p l a i n t s  an d  reb e l l i o n  of  
the  Isr a e l i t e s  du r i n g  the i r  wi l d e r n e s s  wa n d e r i n g s .   It  did  no t  tra n s f e r  to  da i l y  lif e  in  
Pa l e s t i n e  an d  so  pro p h e t s  lik e  Am o s  an d  Isa i a h  ha d  to  cha s t i s e  the  pe o p l e  fo r  the  
int o l e r a b l e  ga p  be t w e e n  the  ha v e s  an d  ha v e- no t s .   Pa u l  ha d  to  be g  rep e a t e d l y  on  
be h a l f  of  the  chu r c h  of f e r i n g  fro m  the  Ge n t i l e  be l i e v e r s  to  the  ne e d y  Jew i s h  Ch r i s t i a n s .  
Je s u s ,  of  co u r s e ,  foc u s e d  mu c h  of  hi s  tea c h i n g  on  the s e  ma t t e r s ,  as  we  wi l l  co n t i n u e  to  
ex p l o r e  in  thi s  se r i e s .

The miracle of manna is the practice of a community of equality and a culture of enough  
for all.
Thanks be to God for manna!

On e  wa y  we  at  Fi r s t  Me n n o n i t e  Ch u r c h  sho w  res p o n s i b i l i t y  to  the  com m o n w e a l ,  is  by  
vo l u n t e e r i n g  to  sh a r e  ou r  tal e n t s  an d  tim e .   In  re s p o n s e  to  tod a y ’ s  me s s a g e ,  I inv i t e  yo u  
to  tak e  a  few  mi n u t e s  to  com p l e t e  the  Wo r k  of  the  Ch u r c h  fo r m s .   Ch e c k  al l  ap p l i c a b l e  
ar e a s ;  do n ’ t  be  sh y  an d  do n ’ t  as s u m e  tha t  wh o e v e r  ha s  be e n  do i n g  a  pa r t i c u l a r  ro l e  wi l l  
be  con t i n u i n g .   Th e n  pla c e  you r  com p l e t e d  she e t  in  the  of f e r i n g  pl a t e .   


